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l\lr . . HI.TCHOOOK - (~ontinulng). To :the !Sena.tor.s :w)lu 1pav-9 
-~been ·so t,lrlnd :and considerate to ine. l as.sure IDle ·senator fr"Dili 
Wisconsin that I do not cherish any per~ona.\ feelings ln py--

'l'he .PRESIDING OFFIOER. The ~Senator will plea~ s~­
pend. The hour of 12 o'clock nooJI having arrived, under "'tlie 
Constitution of the United ·States ,r ;now declare 1the .Senate of 
• the United States adjourned ·sine ·die. 

HOUSE OF .REPRESENTATIVES. 
SUNDAY, March 4, 1917. 

·(Continuation, of .proceedings ·of Satu'rday, Mm·ch S, 191"1:) 

.AFTER RECESS. 

The recess having expired, the House was called to order 'by · 
the Speaker at 10 o'clock .a. .m. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair :is not :going to recognize ·any· 
body who 'does :not ,agree ·if anything important .comes ..along 
they will withdraw the matter, because ·that is .fair to -every· 
.body, fair to 'thee House and the Government. The Ohair :recog· 
·nizes ·the gentleman ·:from .Flol'ida "[Ml:. -QLARK]. 

1\Ir. CLARK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con­
. ~sent for 1:he li.mmediate consideration of the · b1ll E. R. 358. 

Mr. !LEVER. Mr . .Speaker, ..l wol1ld like to call !Up the ·con­
ference ·report on -the .Agriculture bill. 

The SPEAKER. ·Dall 'it :11p. 
'"EXTENSION tOF REMARKS. 

Mr. PHELAN. Mr. Speaker, .J aslr .unanimous :consent to 
·revise and -extend my remai·ks. 

The SPEAKER. .Is .there objection? ..IA.fter ,a _pause:] 'The 
Oharr hears none. 

Mr. ·GARDNER. :fr. Speaker, ~ ask unanimous consent to 
print as a .document the .militar:y .data which -the .war College 
,prepared .in .connection with the -universa1 'lllilitary :training bill. 

The -sPEAKER. Is there olJjection .to the request · of ·the 
gentleman from Massachusetts 1 

Mr. OAI1DWEI1L. Mr. 'Speaker, .I obi.e..ct. 
.Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, 1 ask .unanimous consent to 

·extend my remarks in the 'RECORD. 
The SPElAKER. The gentleman fr.om 'Massachusetts asks 

unanimous consent 1:o -extend his remarks. 'Is "'ther.e obje.c.tion? 
t[After ·a :pause.] "The .Chan· _hears norre. 

'Mr. H.ASTINGS. 'Mr. Speaker, I would ask the same privil.e_ge." 
The SPEAKER. The _gentleman irom Oklahoma asks unari.i­

'Illous COTIS"ent to extend 11ts remarks. 
1\fr . . BAILEY. Mr . .Speaker, :1 :ask the :Same -privilege. 
'Mr. 'MANN. Mr. '~pea'k:er, .I -would suggest ·.to the gentleman 

'that 'he a:sk :·general leave 'to ,Print 'for ~0 .calendar days. 
'Mr. :KITCHIN. Mr. &!>esker, I as'k unari.imous cop.sent ,that 

·gentlemen ·of the "Rouse -mffY have the "Privilege o"f. ·extenillng 
"their rematks 'in 'the ;REco.IID for :tiv.e days--

1\h'. 'MANN. Make it 10 days. 
· The SPEAKER. The gentleman irom North .Carolina ~asks 
"Unanimous consent--

1\.f.r. KITCHIN. ·"Q"p •to 'the _time of the printing of the final 
edition of the !REcoRD. 

-1\fr. MANN. Make.'tt 1.'0 Clays. 
The ·sPEAKER. I.s there objection io .gentlemen of the 

House lmving 10 calendar ·~ys in which ;_to .extend their re­
:murks? .[After a .uause.] 'The 'Ohair hears none. 

ME.SSA.GE .FROM .THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Carr, ·one of lts -clerks, 
announced that ihe .Senate had ...agreed ·to .the amendment rof ·the 
Eon.se 'to ·the :bill ( S. ·5270) ;for a lJUblic ·building :at :Paris, Tex. 
. 'The message .also ·announced i:hat ·the 'Senate had ~eed to 
:the r.e_pDr.t of the coiD.llli.ftee , of .conference on the ·disagreeing 
wotes LOf the two :Houses ,on ithe :amendments of the Senate to 
lillls of ·the !folloWing !titles : 

.H. iiL.20632. An act~ appropriations for -;the naval serv­
ice :for the fiscal year ending J.une 30, 1918, 1.111d for other pur­
j)oses; and 

H .. R. :1.9359 . .An act m.ak:ing aJll)ropriations .for the Depru:tment 
of Agtiaulture .for the ·fiscal year ~ ending June 30, 1918, ·and for 
otber :pm'!)o.ses. 

The ..message .also anno.unced that the S.en.ate Jlad agreed ·to 
;the report -Df the ·committee .of conference -on ;the disagreeing 
.votes of the ttwo Houses ·on the .amendments of .the.Hous.e to the 
'bill ( S. 8120) granting ,pensions and increase .of pensions to .eer· 
. tain oldiers ·and sailm·s1of the .Re:,rrtilar Army rand Navy and of 
wars other than the Civil W .. ar .and 1to .certain widows :and r.de­
_pendent relatiives .of sn.ch ·soldier~ and '"S1lilors. 

Themes age also announced that the Senate "hrul])n ed with­
out amendment joint resolutions of the following titles: 

H. J. Res .. 392. Joint ·esolution providing ·that ection 5 ·of an 
act making ·aj)_propriations for tbe service ·of ·the Po t Office De­
partment ,for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, shall .. not be 
in eff.ed until July 1, 1917; and 

H . .T.lRes. 390. Joint resolution to expeilii:e the.. delivery of 
materials, 1eg_ulpment, and munitions, and to secure 1nore e....:pe­
ditious construction of ships . 

The message also announced that the .ice President , had 
appointed as ·members of the joint commission provided Jfor Jn 
the Post Office appropriation bill'l\fr. BANKHEAD, l\fr. HABDWIOK, 
_and Mr. WEEKs. 

'PUBLIC BUILDING, BINGHA.~fTON, 'N. 'Y: 
Mr. Ol.iA.RK ·df 'Florida. .Mr. :speaker, I ask unanimous .. con­

sent for the presertt consideration nf "the :bill H. .R. 358 . 
The 'SPEAKER. The ;gentleman from Florida a ks unani­

mous consent for the consideration of the . bill .indicated. Is 
there objection? · 

Mr. LEVER. Mr. Speaker, reserving the Tight to object, may 
I ask the gentleman from Florida ,if this .is a conte ted matter 
and -will ·take any ti:nre? 

Mr. OLARK of Flotida. Not a _particle, .I think. If it -does, 
we will have to withdraw it. 

Mr. -LEVER. Mr. ·speake1·, I withhold my motion ior the 
present. 

'The SPEAKER. The Clerk . will rtWort the bill. 
The -Olerk re-ad as follows: 

A bill (H. R . . 358) providing tor the construction of a public building 
at ·Binghamton, N. :Y. 

Be it enadted, ·etc., That "the Secretary of the Tr£asury 'be, .and lrc is 
hereby, rauthor.lzed ·and directed rto eon.tract, ·within .the limit of ~ost 
hereinafter _fixed, ior the ereetion and completion on the site ·now 
owned by the Unltea .States at Binghamton, N. :Y., of a suitable and 
commotlious 'building, including fireproof ·vaultst :heating, 'hoisting, and 

-ventilating apparatus, .and approaches, com:pt.ete, for the use -and 
accommodation .of the _post office, . courts, and other .governmental offiaes 
at 'Bl:n,glurmton, .:N . . Y., .at A .cos.t not to exceed $5.00,000. 

An open space 'o'f such width, 'including streets and alleys, as the 
Secretary o:f the Treasury may determine, -shall •be maintained ·about 

:said .building ..for ·the prot~ction the~eof .from rtl.re :in adjacent buildings. 
And the ·Secretary of the 'Treasury .is further authoriZed and directed 

to sell, at such time and upon ·such ·terms as he..m.ay deem for the best 
interests of the United States, i:he -pTesent ·Federal building and the site 
thereat at .Binghamton, N. Y., ·and convey the last-mentioned property 
to the , purchaser thereof by the usual .quitclaim ·_deed, and <to . deposit the 
prol!eeds derived from such sale ·in i:be Treasury of the 'United States 

..m; a. ·mJs.eellaneous -receipt, such sale to ibe mad~ after ·the com-pletion 
and occupancy of said new building. 

The committee amendment ·was rea.tl, as follows : 
Page 2, strike out the last para-graph, includeu in lines '5 to 14. 
Mr. CLARK of 'Floriiia. l\1r. · speaker,~ ask unanimous con· 

;sent 'that lthe 'bill •be considered in the !Jlouse as in the Com· 
anittee of 'the Whole House on the state of the 'Union. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida asks unani· 
ilnous •consent for the present consideration of this bill. Is 
there objection? [After a pause.] The Chair 'hears none. 

lllr. 'CLARK of Flm·ida. Now, :Mr. ' Speaker,~ ask unanimous 
'Consent •to consider the bill in -the 'House ·as in ·the Committee 
of the ·who1e House on the .State •of. "the 'Union. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? {.A:fter a _pause.] .The 
'Chair nears none. 

The committee ·amendment was _agreed to. 
'!rlre 'bill as ·am:enctea was ordered ·to ·be engrossed and read 

..a tliird time, was =read the third time, ana passed. 
tOn 'mdtion of Mr. ·oL.a&K of FlorHla, a motion to reconsider 

the vote by which the bill was pass~d was laid on ~e table. 
.:DRAINAGE lliSTRICTS. 

'Mr. ~ sEARS. Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER. For what pm:pose does i:he gentleman :from 

1Florida. •ri:se? 
Mr. SEARS. 1\1r. Speaker, I ask to take from the Speaker's 

table the bill ( S. 7710) and ·a.sk "its rpresent consideration: 
rr'he.SPEAK'ER. '!'he gentleman·:from 'Floriaa usks ·unanimous 

consent for the present consideration ·of the. bill, rwhich the 
Clerk mll report. 

The •Oler.k read as follows : 
an act (S. 7710) to .amenii the irrigation act of March "3, 1891 (26 

'Stat., ~095), section ~8, and to amend section 2 ot the act of May 
~1, .J.898 •(30 BUrt., 404). 
I]Je rit et~acted, ato.t 7hat ESeatlon ::t8 of 1what 1£ generally lrnown ·as 

the .iJ:rigatlon act of ..M.a.t:ch S, 1891 (.26 Stat., 1095), be, and _is hereby, 
amende.d so as to -read as 'follows : 

" SEc. '18. That ·the right of way i:hrollgh the I>Ubllc lands and reser­
vations of the United States is hereby granted "to nny canal or ditch 
company or drainage district formed .for the :purpose of irrigation or 
drainage and .duly organized under ;the laws o.l any State or !rerritory1 

·and which shall ha-ve filed or may 'hereafter file with 1:he Secretary or 
the Interior a copy a'f its articles .Of..incorporation :and due -proofs of -its 
or.ga.nlzatlon under the same, to the extent of -the ground occupied by 
the water of the ns.ervoir and of the canal and its laterals, and 50 
ffeet on ea~h side of 1:he marginal limits therenf; also ~he right to take 
from the public lands adjacent to the line of the canal or ditch, mate· 
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rlnJ, earth, ~nrl ~roue necessary for the construction of su"Ch canal or 
ditch : Provided, That no such right of way shall be so loeated as to 
intPrt>fere with the proper occupation by the Government of any such 
rPser>a tion, and all map ef location shall be subject to the approval 
of the (1 partment of the Goyernment having jurisdiction of such reser­
vation ; nn•l the prh11ege herein granted shall not be construed to in­
terf re with the control of water for irrigation and other purposes under 
authoi·ity of the rel'lpeetive States or Territories." 

~EC. 2. That section 2 of the act of :May 11, 1898 (30 Stat., 404), 
be, an1l is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: . 

·· SEc. 2. That rights of way for ditches, canals, or reservoirs here­
tofor or h reafter approved under the provisions of sections 18, 19, 20, 
and 21 of the act entitled '.An act to repeal timber-culture laws, and 
for othe purpo es,' approved March 3, 1891, may be used for purposes 
of a public nature; and said rights of way may be used for purposes 
of water transportation, for domestic purposes, or for the development 
of power, as subsidiary to the main purpose of irrigation or drainage." 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection'? 
l\Ir. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, 

what i. the object of this bill? 
Mr. SEARS. l\Ir. Spe:lker, the object of tbis bill is to permit 

drainage district . In my State five or six counties form drain­
age districts and the people vote a tux:--

1\lr. KEA.TlNG. Has the Interior Department been consulted 
with reference to this matter? 

:Mr. SEARS. On February 9 I asked for a letter on the sub­
ject, and they unanimously indor ed it and I had ~t publi hea 
so the Members of the House could become familiar with it. 

Mr MA...t.."'I{N. It onTy permit~ the ron truetion of drainage dis­
b·Icb!. 

Mr. KEATING. The point I desired to know was whether 
the Committee on the Public Lands bad considered it-the men 
who are familiar with this question of irrigation. 

Mr. SEARS. Mr. FERRis has. 
The SPEAKER. I· there objection? [After a pause.] The 

Chair hears none. 
1\fr. SEARS. Mr. Sp -aker, I ask unanimous: consent tltat the 

bill be con idered in the House as in Committee of the Whole 
Hon e on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pau e.] The 
,h ir hears none. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time, wa. · rea<l the 
third time, and pa sed. 

PATN·fiNG OF THE LATE GOV. BOWELL COBB. 

Mr. CRISP. Ur. Speaker, I a k unanimous consent for the 
pre e11t consideration of the resolution whicil. I send to the 
Clerk'. · <Tesk. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the re olution. 
The Clerk read a follows: 

llouse resolution 536. 
Rcsolr:ed, That in view of the fuct thu.t the State of Georgia has in 

its capitol a Ufe-~ize oil painting of the late Gov. ITowell Cobb, and 
that the House of Representatives of the United ~Hates, of which he 

a on-e Sp .a.ker, has recently repla.eed the pm-trait of :Ur. Cobb, which 
fol' year hung in its corridors, by an oil painting, and that said por­
trait if di po ell of nnder the provisions of the p-resent existing law 
by being given to the State of Georgin, would not be bung in the capitol 
of that State, the Clerk of the Houl!le of Representatives of the United 
States is hereby authorized to give and deliver said portrait of .Mr. Cobb 
to :\Irs. :uar:v Ann Lamar Erwin, of. Athens, Ga., the oldest surviving 
daoghter of Mr. Cwb. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pat~se.J Tbe 
Chnir hear none. 

The question was taken, nnd the resolution was agreed to. 
EDTTH llLANKART FUNSTON. 

1\If. HELVERING. l\Ir. Speaker, I desire to call up the bill 
( . 831G), the engros~eu copy of which we could not find on 
ye ·terday. 

TI1e SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansus asks unanir 
mons consent for the present consicle.ntti.on oi the bill~ wbicll 
the Clerk will report. 
Th~ Clerl\: read as follows: 

An act ( • 8316) granting n pe.nsion to Edith Blanka.rt Funston, widow 
of the Ia te llaj. Gen. Frederick Funston. 

Be it enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is 
herrby, authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subjeet to 
th ;• provisions and limitations of the pension laws, the name of Edith 
H. al~m·t Fun ton, widow of Frederiek Funston, late IL majo.r general 
in tile United States .Army, and pay her a pension at the rate of $100 
p r mQnth in lieu of that to which she fs entitled by law. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to its present considera­
tion? [After n pause.] The Chair hears none. 

The hill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the 
tl'l.in:l time, an<l pn ·e<1. -

The .SPEAJ!ER. The gentleman from Colorado asks unani­
mous con ent for the pre ent consideration of a bin which the 
Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follO'ws: 
An act (S. 7766) for the relief of Gny A. Richards, Jesse L. Roblriu 

I anc M. C. Gdmes, William L. Irvine, and DaVid Cox. ' 
Be it Oftacted, etc. 'l'hat Guy A. Richard~, of Cambridge. ~ebr.; 

Jesse L. Robbins, of Lamont, Nebr.; Isaac M. C. Grimes, of L:l.mont 
Nebr. ; William L. Irvine, of Witherbee, Colo. ; and David Cox of 
Holyoke, Colo., who made entries under the homestead laws in' ac­
cordance with the official plat of survey approved November 23, 1 81 
of public lands shown by said plat to be a part of towns-hip 5 north' 
range 42 west of the sixth pnncipal meridla.n, and pl.'iot· to the re~ 
survey of said township evidenced by plat approved January 30, l!Jl:i. 
which resurvey and plat thereof show the nonexistence of tbe land 
as entered und described by su.id parties, beh o.n-d they are herehy, 
authorized · to maim indlvldual selections, wit in one rear from the 
date of approval of this act, of unappropriated, surveyed, nonmin ral 
public land, in area approx1mntely equal to that entered by tllem 
and shown not to exist. 

SEc. 2. That upon filing formal relinqtrtshment of all right anll 
clai.m asserted under said original homestead entri and m.::~king proof 
satlE>factory to the Commiss ioner of the General I-'ln1! Office <Jf ha"\"'ing 
so complied with the requirements of the homestend laws in connection 
with thelr original entries as wonld have <'ntitled them to 1 •ttent~ 
therefor, patent shall issue for tbe land selected: p,..or:i.aerr, 'fllnt if 
any of said parties is unaWe to how thn.t he had earned title to the 
lund formerly entered he shall perfect said selection as u home tead 
and receive credit for residence and improvements had in connection 
\vith such former entry. 

SEc. 3. That the right of selection hereby granted shall not be 
ussi"'nable. hut must be exercised by the said parties in person or, 
in ease of death. by or in b hlll:f of the decedent's heir : Provided, 
'.rhat tho lando select d shall be of similar characte1· to that actually 
cla1.mcd and occupied by- thE! sai.d parties under tl'lclr original entt:ie 
but if selection f mnde of lands designated as subjec to entr · onder 
the tock·J·ai ing homestead act approved De~mber :w Hl16. double 
the lll'<'ll embJ:aced by said original entries may be eLected :. Procide4 
turtlle1·, Thnt the ections hereby authorized may be made subject to 
existing laws t-elating to surface entry, with reservation of mlnernls 
to the United States. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr: JOHNSON of Kentucky. l\fr. Speaker, reserving tile · 

right to object, I would like to Ilave the bill explained. 
Mr. NORTON. Reserving the right to object--
Mr. T:DIDERLAKE. 1\.lr. Speaker, it will take but a minute 

to expl~in the provisions of this bill. I desire just to explain 
this in a few wor(ls. Th~e gentlemen fiJed upon lands hown 
to be vacant by the Government plot in the land office at Ster­
ling, CoTo., while I was receiver of that office. Then· entries 
were accepted, and they resided for from seven to eight years 
oo this land. Recently the land has been withdrawn for re· 
snHe , nucl upon a resm--v-ey they find that the. are· not oc­
cupyin"' the land upon which they have filed and there is no 
Go-vernment land tne1Te. They were residing on deedeo land', 
acting in perfect good faith, and the- Government is to blnme, 
for the rea on that it· plot were wrong. Now, these men find 
themselves withont any of the Irrrul. This is simply to allow 
them to go on any Government land and' selec:t the sarrie amount 
of land in character, and upon proof of the residence and culti­
vation on tllei:r former entries receive title by the: GoveTm11ent 
to the land they may under the provisions of this bill select. 

Mr. TAYLOR of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I hope t:!:.ere will be 
no objection on this side of the Hou e or on the other si<le of 
the House, for that matter. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. TIMBERLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that Hpuse bill 
20037 of similar tenor be laid on the table. 

The motion wn agreed to. 
EXTENSION OF REMhltKS. 

MI-. CAN ... ·oN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to ex­
tend my remark' on the Irecord of the Sixty-fourth Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois asks unanimous 
con ent to extend his remarks on the record ot the Sixty-fourth 
Congress. Is there objection? [After a pause.] The Cbair 
heru·s none. 

Mr. FOSS. M:r. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to extend 
my remarks in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
There was no objection. 

On motion of "Ir. C~MPBELL, a motion to reconsider the vote -
by which the bill was pnssed was laid on the table. 

DISPOSITION OF USELESS PAPERS IN EXECUTIVE DEPA.RTME TS. 

Mr. TALBOTT, from the Joint Select Committee on the Dis­
position of Useless Papers in the Executive Departments, ub­
mitted a.. report (No. 1637) thnt the files and papers describe« 
in the report of the Secretary of Conun.erce in House Document 
No. 1974, and in the report of the Secretary of the Treas·ury in 
Rouse Document No. 1949, and in the report of the Secretary of 
the Treasury in House Document No. 2068, nre not needert in 

Cu"'Y A. RICHARDS, JESSE L. ROBBI~8-, IS.AAC :r.r. C. GRUfES, WILLIAM 
L- ill VINE, AND DAVID COX. 

M1-. TUfBERLAKE. 1\lr. Speaker, I ask unanimous cen.crent 
to take from the Speake:t's table t11e bill S. 7766 for present 
consiuerution. 
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the transaction of the current business of such departments and 
bureaus and have no permanent value or historical interest. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
1\Ir. SMITH of Minnesota, by unanimous consent, was granted 

leave to withdraw from the files of the House, without leaving 
... copie , the papers in the case of House bill 15928, Sixty-third 

Congress, econ<.l session, no adverse report having been made 
thereon. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. DrcKrNsoN, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of 
absence for two days, on account of illness in his family. 

AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
1\ir. LEVER. Mr. Speaker, I call up the conference-report on 

the Agricultural appropriation bill. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina calls 

up the conference report on the Agricultural bill, of which the 
Clerk will report the title. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
An act (H. R. 19359) making appropriations for the Department of 

Agriculture for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the report. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

CONFERENCE REPORT (NO. (1635). 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
.two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 
tl9359) making appropriations for the Department of Agricul­
ture for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, and for other 
purposes, having met, after full and free conference have agreed 
to recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as 
;follows: 

That the Senate recede from its amendments aumbered 10, 
14, 21, 24, 26, 29, 30, 44, 45, 48, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 75, 76, 77, 79, 
82, 84, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, and 104. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amend­
ments of the Senate numbered 1, 2, 3, 7, 9, 12, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 
25, 34, 35, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 46, 47, 49, "50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 
56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 72, 78, 80, 81, 83, 87, 89, 
~2, 94, 95, 96, and 105, and agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 4: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 4, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: After the 
.word " establishment " in said amendment insert a comma and 
the word "equipment," and strike out "$20,000" and insert in 
lieu thereof "$6,500"; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 5 : That the House recede from its dis- · 
~greement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 5, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: On page 9, 
~ne 5, strike out "$1,468,740" and insert in lieu thereof "$1,-
~55,240 " ; and the Senate agree to the same. - · 

Amendment numbered G : That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 6, and 
,agree to the same with an amendment as follows: On page 9, 
line 5, strike out "$1,468,740" and insert in lieu thereof "$1,­
.783,140"; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 8: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 8, and 
·agree to the same with an amendment a.s follows: In lieu of 
" $269,200 " insert " $277,580 " ; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 11 : That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 11, and 
agree to the same with an .amendment as follows : After the 
~word " equipment " in the Senate amendment strike out the 
:words " and maintenance " ; and the Senate agree to the same~ 

Amendment numbered 13: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 13, and 
agree to the same with an amendment a.s follows: In lieu of 
" $2,604,9G6 " insert " $2,613,236 ·~ ; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 
. Amendment numbered 15 : That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 15, and 
ag1:ee to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
"$3,445,326" insert "$3,555,326 "; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 19: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 19, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
"$90,010" insert "$82,510," and in lieu of "$15,000" insert 
"$7,500 " ; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 23: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate 'numbered 23, and 

agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
"$112,200" insert "$107,200," and in lieu of "$14,000" insert 
"$9,000 " ; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 27: That the House recede from its ills­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 27, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
"$2,460,530 " insert " $2,480,530 " ; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 28: That the Hou e recede from its dis­
agl'eement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 28, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
" $3,123,630 " insert " $3,143,630 " ; and the Senate agree to the 
~arne. 

Amendment numbered 31: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 31, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: Before the 
figures " 1,200 " in the Senate amendment insert the words 
" not exceeding " ; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 32: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 32, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : Transpose 
the comma and the figures "$66,100," following the Senate 
amendment, to a position preceding said amendment; and the 
Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 33 : That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment Of the Senate numbered 33, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
"$1,814,567" insert "$1,817,567"; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 36: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 36, and 
.agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
" $3,261,475 " insert " $3,264,475 " ; and the Senate agree to thQ 
same. 

Amendment numbered 37 : That the House recede from its. dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 37, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
"$5,709,275" insert "$5,712,275 "; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 73: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 73, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
~' $2,992,580" insert "$2,972,580"; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 74: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 74, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
"$3,127,660" insert "$3,107,660 "; and the Senate agree to the· 
~rna , 

Amendment numbered 85: ·That the House recede from its 
disagreement to the amendJ!lent of the Senate numbered 85, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
"$813,395" insert "$843,395 "; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 86: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 86, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
~' $1,688,575" insert "$1,718,575"; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 88: Tha.t the House recede from its dis­
agreei;Uent to the amendment of the Senate numbered 88, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : Strike out the 
language " same to be additional to the existing 80 acres now 
used as a plant-introduction field station " and transfer the para­
graph as thus amended to page 24, between lines 18 and 19, of the 
bill ; and the Senate agree to the same. 

Amendment numbered 90: Tllat the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 90, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
"$139,500" insert "$104,500"; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 91: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 91, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows : In lieu of 
" $160,000 " insert " $125,000 " ; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 93: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 93. and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
" $24,581,213 " insert " $24,679,~13 " ; and the Senate agree to the 
same. 

Amendment numbered 97: That the House recede from its dis­
agreement to the amendment of the Senate numbered 97, and 
agree to the same with an amendment as follows: In lieu of 
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" $25,831 ,2:13 " insert " $~5,929,113 " ; and strike out tbe new lan­
guage a<lde<l by tl1e Senate amendment; and the Senate agt·ee to 
the same. 

A. F. LEVER, 
GORDON LEE, 
G. N. HAUGEN, 

Managers on the part of the Home. 
E. D. SMITH, 
HoKE SMITH, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 

STATEMENT. 

The managers on the part of tbe House at the conference on 
tlle disagreeing votes of the two "Houses on the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 19359) making appropriations for 
the Department of Agriculture for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1918, and for othel· purposes, submit the following written state­
ment in explanation of the effect of the action agreed upon by 
the conference committee and submitted in the accompanying 
conference report as to each of the amendments of the Senate, 
namely: · 

On amendment Ko. 1: This amendment reduces by $1,680 the 
appropriation for eq>en.ses of the 1Veather Bureau outside of the 
city of Washington. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 2: This amendment reduces by $1,680 the 
amount which may be expended by the Weather Bureau for sal­
aries outside of the city of Washington. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 3: This amendment increases by $15,140 
the amount which may be expended by the Weather Bureau for 
special observations and reports. Tl1e House recedes. 

On amendment No. 4: This amendment provides $20,000 for 
the establishment and maintenance of a Weather ·Bureau station 
at Greenville, S. C. The House recedes and agrees with an 
amendment inserting the word " equipment " after the word 
"establishment" and reducing the appropriation from $20,000 
to $6,500. 

On amendments Nos. 5 and 6: These amendments represent 
amended totals. · 

On amendment No.7: This amendment authorizes repairs and 
improvements to buildings at quarantine stations. The House 
recedes. 

On amendment No. 8 : This amendment increases by $18,900 
the appropriation for animal husbandry investigations. The 
House recedes and agrees with an amendment making the 
amount $277,580 in order to conform to the action of the man­
agers at the conference on amendment No. 10. 

On amendment No. 9 : This amendment provides $15,000 for 
the purchase of lands in the vicinity of the Morgan Horse Farm 
near Middlebury, Vt. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 10: This amendment reduces by $8,380 the 
amount which may be e1...rpended for experiments in poultry feed­
ing and breeding. The Senate recedes. 

On amendment No. 11: The first part of this amendment 
sh·ikes out the language relating to ostrich investigations. The 
second part adds new language and provides that $12,280 may be 
expended for the equipment and maintenance of the United 
States sheep experiment station in Fremont County, Idaho. The 
House recedes and agrees with an amendment striking out the 
words "and maintenance" after the word" ~uipment." 

On amendment No. 12: This amendment strikes out the wo1·ds 
" investigation of tuberculosis in cattle." The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 13: This ' amendment represents an 
amended total. 

On amendment No. 14: This amendment reduces by $101,620 
the appropriation for meat inspection. The Senate recedes. 

On amendment No. 15: The amendment represents an 
amended total. 

On amendment No. 16: This amendment increases by $5,000 
the appropriation for fruit-disease investigations, with a pro­
viso that $8,000 shall be available for pecan-disease investiga­
tions. The House recedes. 

On amendmeyt No. 17: This amendment adds new language 
and appropriates 300.000 for the eradication or control of the 
white-pine blister rust. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 18 : This amendment increases by $2,500 
the appropriation for soil-fertility investigations. The House 
recedes. · 

On amendment No. 19 : This amendment increases by $15,000 
tl).e appropriation for crop acclimatization and fiber-plant inves­
tigations, ·a.ru1 provides that this sum shall be used for experi­
ments in cottonseed interbreeding. The House recedes and 
agrees with an amendment Tedu.cing the $15,000 for such pur­
pose to $7,500 and redncin~lhe total by a like amount. 

o·n amendment No. 20 : This amendment increases by $10,000 
the appropriation for cereal investigations. The House recedes: 

On amendment No. 21 : This amendment increases by $10,000 
the allotment for black-rust and stripe-rust investigations. The 
Senate recedes. 

On amendment No. 22: This amendment inserts after the 
words " flax straw " the words " and hemp " in the paragraph 
for paper-plant investigations. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 23: This amendment increases by $10,000 
the appropriation for pomological investigations and provides 
that $14,000 shall be available for the investigation and im­
provement of the pecan. The House recedes and agrees with 
an amendment reducing the amount for such purposes by '$5,000 
and reducing the total by a like amount. 
~ On. .amendment NoA 24: This amendment increases by 2~500 
the appropriation for horticultural investigations. The S nate 
recedes. 

On amendment No. 25: This amendment increu es by . ·1,000 
the appropriation for the testing and distribution of ne' awl 
rare seeds and for forage-crop investigations. The House re­
cedes. 

On amendment No. 26: This amendment adds new luno-uage 
authorizing the expenditure of $4.000 for forage-crop inve. tiga­
tions in cooperation with the ·washington State Experiment Sta­
tion. The Senate recedes: 

On amendments Nos. 27 and 28: These amendments represent 
amended totals. 

On amendment No. 29: This amendment reduces by $1,000 the 
appropriation for the Coronado National Forest. The Senate 
recedes. 

On amendment No. 30: This amendment reduces by $2,000 the 
appropriation for the Lincoln National Forest. The Senate 
recedes. 

On amendment No. 31: Thls amendment strikes out the language 
authorizing the expenditure of $1,200, out of any funds hereafter 
appropriated for the Nebraska National Forest for any fiscal 
year to and including the fiscal year ending June 30, 1920, for 
the purchase of land now under lease and used as a nur ery 
site for the Niobrara division of said forest, and inserts new 
language appropriating $1,200 for the purchase of the land 
during the next fiscal year, increasing the total appropriation 
for the Nebraska National Forest by that amount and providing 
that the cost of any , building erected at the nurseries on the 
Nebraska National Forest shall not exceed $1,000. The House 
recedes and agrees with an amendment inserting the words " not 
exceeding " before the figures " $1,200." . 

On amendment No. 32: This amendment provides that all 
moneys received on account of permits foT hunting, fishing, or 
camping on lands acquired under the authority of the Weeks 
Forestry Act shall be disposed of as is provided by existing law 
for the disposition of receipts from national forests. The House 
recedes and agrees with an amendment transposing the po ition 
of the proviso so that it appears after the amount of the appro­
priation. 

On amendment No. 33 : This amendment represents an 
amended total. 

On amendments Nos. 34 and 35: These amendments insert 
language authorizing the eradication of poisonous plants in the 
national forests. The House recedes. 

On amendments Nos. 36 and 37 : These amendments re].)l·esent 
amended totals. 

On amendment No. 38: This amendment reduces by $10,000 
the appropriation for poulh-y and egg investigations. The House 
recedes. 

On amendment No. 39: This amendment reduces by $4,600 the 
appropriation for fish investigations~ The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 40 :· This amen~ent increases by . 3,000 
the appropriation for table-sirup investigations. The House re­
cedes. 

On amendments Nos. 41 and 42: These amendments represent 
amended totals. 

On amendment No. 43 : This amendment increases by $5,000 
the appropriation for the investigation of insects affecting decid­
uous fruits, with a proviso that $9,600 shall be available for the 
investigation of insects affecting the pecan. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 44: This amendment makes immediately 
available $10,000 of the appropriation for the investigation of 
insects affecting southern field crops. The Senate recedes. 

On amendment No. 45: This amendment provides that $20,000 
of the appropriation for the investigation of insects affecting 
truck crops and stored products may be used for the inve. tiga­
tion of diseases of beans and peas. The Senate recedes. 

On amendments Nos. 46 and 47: These amendments repre8€nt 
amended totals. 
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On amendment No. 48 : This amendment restricts the expert- Agriculture to certify to shippers the condition of fruits and 
ments and demonstrations in destroying predatory animals and vegetables at points of· destination. The Senate recedes. 

· flnimals injurious to agriculture to the lands of the United On amendment No. 80: This amendment corrects a typo-
States. The Senate recedes. · graphical error. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 49: Thi · amenc1ment decreases by $2,440 On amendment No. 81: This amendment reduces by $5,000 
the appropriation for general administrative expenses of the the appropriation for cotton standardization. The House re-
Bureau of Biological Sm·vey. The House recedes. · cedes. · · 

On amendments Nos. 50 and 51: These amendments represent On amendment No. 82: This amendment authorizes the Sec-
amended totals. . . reti:try of Agriculture to use $25,000 of the appropriation for 

On amendment No. 52: This amendment strikes out the !ail- -grain standardization for the installation of an experimental 
guage limiting the loaning, renting, or selling· of ·films to educa-· flour .mil). and· chemical arid baking laboratories in Washington 
tiona! institutions or associations for agricultural educat~on not to aid in establishing stn:ndards for wheat and other grains. 
organized for profit and E:ubstitutes a proviso that such tnstitu- The Senate recedes. 
tions or associations shall have preference. The House recedes. ·on f}.mendmi:mt No. 83: This amendment provides $4,000 for 

On amendment No. 53: This amendment reduces by two: the tlie -·-administration of the standard basket and container act. 
number of clerks, class 3, in the Bureau of Crop lJ)stimates:' The House recedes. 
The House recedes. · On amendment No. 84: This amendment reduces by $5,000 

On amendment No. 54: This amendment -reduces by one the .the . appropriation for general administrative expenses of the 
number of clerks at $900 each in the Bureau of Crop Estimates. Bureau of Markets. The Senate recedes. · 
The House recedes. On· amendments Nos. 85 and 86: These amendments repre-

On amendment No. 55 : This amendment reduces by three sent amended totals. 
the number of messengers or laborei·s at $720 each in the Bu· .On amendment No. 87: This amendment gives the Secretary 
reau of Crop Estimates. The House recedes. of Agriculture . po'Yer to administer oaths, eumine witnesses, 
. On amendment No. 56: This amendment represents an and call for the production of books and papers. The House 
amendet-1 total. recedes. . · 
. On amendment No. 57: This amendment provides that here· On-amendment No. 88: This amendment adds new language 
after the Monthly Crop Report shall be printed and distributed . and appropriates $35,000 for the purchase, preparation, and ir­
on or before the 12th day of each month. The House recedes. rigatlon of 150 acres of land at Chico, Cal., as an addition · to 

On amendment No. 58: This amendment reduces by $4,078 the existing plant-introduction field station. The House recedes 
the appropriation for the field investigations of the Bureau of ·and ·agrees with an amendment striking out the reference to the 
Crop Estimates. The House recedes. existing field station. 

On amendments Nos. 59 and 60: These amendments repre- On amendment No. _89: This amendment adds new language 
sent amended totals. and appropriates $50,000 to meet tlie emergency caused by the 
· On amendment No. 61: This amendment reduces by one the existence of the pink boll worm of cotton in the Laguna dis-
number of clerks at $900 in -the library. The House recedes. trict of Mexico. The House recedes. 

On amendment No. 62: This amendment represents an On amendments Nos. oo· and 91 : .. These amendments repre-
amended total. sent amended totals. 

On amendment No. 63: This amendment reduces by $4,000 On amendment No. 92: This amendment authorizes the Sec-
the appropriation for the general expenses of the library. The retary of Agricultp.re to establish a quarantine without neces­
House recedes. sary regard to the determination of the fact of the existence of 

On amendment No. 64: This amendment represents an a dangerous plant disease or insect infection, in the State, ~er-
amended total. ritory, or District quarantined. The other changes consist in 

On amendment :No. 65: This amendment increases by $15,000 the incorporation, for purposes of effective administration, of 
the appropriation for miscellaneous expense . The House re- desirable legislation for enforcing effectively the gypsy moth 
cedes. and brown-tail moth quarantine. The House recedes. 

01'-' amendment No. 66: This amendment provides for the On amendinent No. 93: This amendment represents an 
appointment of a joint committee to investigate the advisability amended total. 
of the erection of additional buildings for the Department of l'n amendment No. 94: This amendment increases by $10,000 
:Agricultm·e. The House recedes. the appropriation for demonstrations on reclamation projects. 

On amendment No. 67: This amendment strikes out the Ian- The House recedes. 
~age authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture to prescribe the On amendment No. 95: This amendment increases by $16,396 
~orm of the annual financial statement required under the acts the appropriation for experiments in dairying and live-stock 
cited in the paragraph. The Senate recedes. production in the western United States. The House recede ; 

On amendment No. 68: This amendment increases by $20,000 On amendment No. 96: This amendment reduces by $250,000 
the appropriation for the insular experiment stations. ~he Sen- the appropriation for the eradication of foot-and-mouth and 
-ate recedes. other contagious diseases of animals. The Hou e recedes. 

On amendment No. 69: This amendment increases by $10,000 On amendment No. 98: This amendment amends the total car-
the allotment for the Hawaii Experiment Station. The Senate ried by the bill for the Department of Agriculture and adds new 
recedes. language imposing certain restrictions upon the expenditure in 

On amendment No. 70: This amendment increases by $10,000 connection or in C<iloperation with certain corporations and in­
the -allotment for the Porto Rico Experiment Station, with a dividuals of the funds appropriated to the department. The 

- proviso that $10,000 may be expended for the maintenance of House recedes and agrees with an amendment making the 
an experimental substation. The Senate recedes. amount of the total $25,929,113 instead of $25,831,213 and strik-

On amendment No. 71: This amendment increases by $5,000 ing out the new language. 
the amount which may be expended for agricultural extension On amendments Nos. 98, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, and 104: The ef-
work in Hawaii. The Senate recedes. feet of these amendments is to lower the limit of salary to which 
1 On amendment No. 72: This amendment reduces by $4,000 the percentage increases shall apply from $1,800 to • 1,000, and 
the appropriation for home economics investigations. The to provide a 15 per cent increase in salary for employees re­
House recedes. ceiving $480 or less and a 10 per cent increase for employees 

On amendments Nos. 73 and 74: These amendments repre- receiving more than $480 and not exceeding $1,000. The Senate 
sent amended totals. recedes. 

On amendment No. 75: This amendment reduces by $3,400 On amendment No. 105: This amendment authorizes the Presi-
the appropriation for general administrative expen es of the dent to extend invitations to other nations to appoint delegates 
Office of Public Roads and Rural Engineering. The Senate re- to the International Farm Congre s to be held at -'Peoria, Ill. 
cedes. The House recedes. 

On amendments Nos. 7G and 77: These amendments repre­
sent amended totals. 

On amendment No. 78: This amendment makes immediately 
·available $40,000 of the appropriation for the Market News 
Service. The House recedes. · 

On amendment No. 79: This amendment strikes out the para­
graph providing $50,000 for the investigation of the production 
land marketing of agricultural . food products, and inserts a new 
paragraph appropriating $25,000 to enable the Secretary of 

A. F. LEVER, 
GoRDON LEE, 
G. N. HAUGEN, 

Managers on. the part of the H01t8e. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the confer­
ence report. 

Mr. LEVER. Does the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MANN] 
desire five minutes? If so, I _will yield it to him. 

- . 
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ASHER HINDS. 

1\fr. 1\IANN. Mr. Speaker, we are about to reach the end of 
this term of Congress. There are a good many valuable men 
whose terms in Congress will cease, or at least temporarily 
cease, with the end of this term. There are very strong char~ 
acters on both sides of the House who are not coming back to 
the next Congress. There is one whom I think ought not to 
be permitted to go out without receiving at least some passing 
reference. There are many who are entitled to have fine things 
said about them because they deserve them. 

There is one Member of the House who came to Congress a 
good many years ago in the capacity of a clerk, or secretary, 
who became the parliamentarian of the House, and served for 
many years as the clerk to the Speaker at the Speaker's table, 
and who established a reputation not only for his knowledge of 
parliamentary law and practice and the practice of the House, 
but who established his reputation with all Members of Con­
gress for his absolute fidelity to truth and his perfect fairness. 
[Applause.] 

I often had occasion to preside over the deliberations of the 
House when it was in Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union and came in close personal contact with Mr. 
HINDs, the then parliamentarian. He never had any prejudices. 
Every proposition that was presented to the House for con­
struction was looked at by him purely from the standpoint 
of right and correctness. He would discuss with the presiding 
officer parliamentary propositons when presenting both sides of 
the proposition and give his opinion when asked for. He is one 
of those rare characters who can sit at the side of the Speaker 
and carry apparently three different lines of thought in his head 
at the same time. He worked on his parliamentary precedents 
at the little desk at the right of the Speaker, and at the same 
time kept in his head the procedure of the House and also 
kept in his head the parliamentary propositions that came be­
fore the House. Apparently he could keep going in his brain 
questions relating to the history many years back of procedure 
and parliamentary practice and law in the House and, at a 
second's warning, could know who was entitled to the floor in 
the House, what were the rights of Members for recognition in 
the Hol!se, and at the same time carry in his head difficult 
parliaq1entary propositions. It was a wonderful gift of mind, 
perhaps too great a gift for his own physical good. 

He was elected a Member of the House, coming into the House 
with this knowledge, and it was assumed by the House that he 
would be the lawgiver on parliamentary law. Personally I ad­
vised him when he came as a Member of the House to endeavor 
to forget, so far· as he could, parliamentary law, because I 
thought he was entitled, with his great mind, to give his atten­
tion-to the great questions of statesmanship and not permit him­
self to be used merely as an a,uthority on parliamentary pro­
cedure. 

It is unfortunate for us and for the country that because of 
his ill health he has been compelled to retJ.re to private life. 
But he goes to private life with the greatest of respect of all men 
who have known him or who have known of him, and with the 
love and affection of every Member of this House. 

Mr. LEVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the gentle­
man from Missouri [Mr. CLARK]. 

Mr. BARNHART assumed the Chair as Speaker pro tempore. 
Mr. CLARK of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I indorse everything 

that Brother MANN has said about l\1r. HINDS. When I was 
first elected Speaker, if Mr. HINDS had not been elected to Con- . 
gress, notwithstanding the fact that he is a Republican, I would 
have unhesitatingly made him parliamentary clerk [applause], 
because my judgment is that he knows more about parliamen­
tary law than any other man that ever lived. [Applause.] 

I bad this curious experience : Of course I had been here 16 
years, and in the State legislature 2 years, and a man of 
ordinary sense can not serve in a legislative body that long 
without learning something about parliamentary law. But I 
was not an expert in it, and I wanted to make a success of my 
Speakership; and ;Mr. HINDS having been elected, I started in to 
find somebody who had had experience with these rules, and 
there were only two in the United States. One of them was 
incapacitated by being crippled and the other was 1\Ir. 0RISP, of 
Georgia. [Applause.J 

I had not seen Mr. CRISP since he was comparatively a boy. 
He was his fathe1"s parliamentary clerk, very young, and in the 
lapse of 20 years a man's habits may change very much. So 
I went to .Judge HuGHES, of Georgia, and asked him what kind 
of a man CHABLIE CRISP had grown into-whether he had de­
veloped any ability and whether he was sober. · [Laughter.] 
Also, whether be was a good lawyer. The judge gave him a 
very high recommendation, which he deserved. [Applause.] 

LIV--319 

Mr. DAVIS of Texas. Amen! [Laughter.] 
Mr. CLARK of Missow·i. I suppose Mr. CRISP was very much 

surprised when he received a letter from me stating that I 
wanted to appoint him parliamentary clerk. That is one case 
where the office sought the man. [Applause.] He did so well 
here that he got elected to Congress himself, and I am glad of 
it. [Applause.] · 

I remember how Speaker Henderson and Speaker Reed and . 
Uncle .ToE depended upon AsHER HINDS. I have seen Mr. Speaker 
CANNON and Mr. Speaker Henderson stand up there and argue 
with him five minutes at a clip before they would render an 
opinion. [Laughter.] One day Mr. Speaker CANNON was ren­
dering an elaborate opinion, and Mr . .JoHN SHARP WILLIAMS. of 
Mississippi, kept interjecting queries and remarks into it. Mr. 
Speaker CANNON laid down one proposition and Mr. 'VILLIAMS 
dissented from it, and they got into a wrangle, and at last 
Uncle .ToE settled it by saying, "AsHER says-"; and what 
AsHER said went. [Applause.] 

I am exceedingly sorry that he is going out of tbe House. 
[Applause.] 

Mr. LEVER. Mr. Speaker, I yield five minutes to the gentle­
man from Minnesota [Mr. STEENERSON]. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Minnesota is recognized 
for five minutes. 

'l'HE BINDER-TWINE TRUST. 

1\Ir. STEENERSON. Mr. Speaker, in the discussion · of the 
Agricultural appropriation bill it is proper to call attention to the 
Comision Reguladora del Mercado de Henequen, of Yucatan, 
Mexico, the Twine Trust. It is well known that the Government 
of Yucatan a few years ago appointed a commission for the <lis· 
position of sisal fiber, out of which binding twine is made. - At 
that time the people of the United States were getting fiber at 
6i cents a pound f. o .. b. New York. Now it is 16} cents a pound, 
adding something like thirty-seven and a half million dollars to 
the annual e:Arpenses of the farmers of the United States. 

This monopoly was investigated by a Senate committee Jast 
year, and they found not only that it was a monopoly, but a 
self-confessed monopoly, and recommended that the State De­
partment and the Attorney General take action. 

The Secretary of Commerce wrote me a letter recently, in 
which he said in substance that he was informed that under the 
auspices of the Reguladora Mr. Norman Lind went to Manila to 
inquire into the possibfllty of making arrangements in the 
Philippines of such a character as would support the sisal mo­
nopoly in the markets of the United States; that Lind had now 
returned, but intended to go back again to the Philippines in 
order to carry out, if possible, this proposed arrangement. 

The Reguladora as first organized was composed of five per· 
sons appointed by the governor and had for its purpose the 
purchase and sale of sisal, or henequen, and to maintain the 
price thereof to the planters. They entered into competition 
with private buyers, but were not able to monopolize the 
market or to materially affect the price. In 1915, however, a 
revolution occurred, and Gen. Alvnrado was appointed governor 
by Carranza, and ·with a military force of 8,000 men took pos· 
session of the Government and became dictator with absolute 
powers. He reorganized the Comision Reguladora, giving it a 
monopoly ovt;r the purchase and export of sisal h~mp and com· 
pelling all producers to turn over to them their product at 
4 cents a pound, American gold ; and should any surplus remain 
after paying taxes and e.xpenses of operation, it should be turned 
over to the planters. The establishment of this monopoly drove 
out all other purchasers. It was necessary, however, in order 
to advance the required amount of money to the planters, to 
have a large credit, and arrangements were then made with 
Sol Wexler and Lynn H. Dinkins, bankers of New Orleans and 
New York, to organize the Pan American Commission Corpora­
tion under the laws of New York and to furnish the Reguladora 
with $10,000,000 as a working capital. The effect of this was 
that whereas the manufacturers of binder twine had obtained 
the raw material at prices of from 3 to 51 cents a pound, it was 
now raised, first, to n cents per pound, anu then the latter part 
of 1916 to 10 cents per pound. This created a great apprehen­
sion among the manufacturers and farmers in the United States. 
Over a million and a quarter bales of sisal hemp were produced 
in Yucatan in 1916, and this is about 90 per cent of tbe .world's 
supply of this product. The only competitor is abaca, or manila 
hemp, from the Philippine Islands. The twine from manUa 
hemp goes about 25 per cent in length to the pound more than 
does sisal, and consequently is more valuable. The amount of 
manila hemp used for binder twine is very nearly equal to that 
of sisal, but manila hemp is more valuable for ordinary cordage 
and rope. The cost of manufacturmg hemp into binder twine · 
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runs from one-fourth to 1 cent a pound. The average ' cost of 
material to tlle manufacturer for the last 15 years was 5i cents 
per pound, and tlle twine sold at from 6 to 7 cents per pound. 
The first advance was 1n May, 1916, to 71 cents, tllen to 
101 cents a pound in July following, and in the fall of 1916 it 
"''ent to 14~ cents a pound f. o. b. New York. According to the 
last quotations, it was 16-! cents a pound, an increase of more 
than 300 per eent since the creation of the monopoly. 

In January, 1916, the Senate adopted a resolutio~ authoriz­
inO' the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry to mvestigate 
th~ subject and to find out to what extent prices were controlled 
by combinations with monopolistic powers. The investig~ti~n 
continued until last summer, but no report was made until m 
J::muary, 1917, when a report was filed to the effect that there 
was a combination to control the output of sisal which con­
stituted a monopoly; that without the aid of the American 
bankers and the Pan American Commission Corporation and 
the $10 000 000 furnished by them the Comision Reguladora 
would r{ot have been aule to perfect and carry out its monopo­
listic combination to control the sisal market and flx the price 
reo-ardless of the ln w of supply and demand and entirely at 
itso own option. The report urged tlle Department of Justice 
to make an investigation and take suitable action to check the 
power -of this monopoly, and directed that a copy of the hear­
ings, together with the report, be filed wit~ the Attorney Gen­
eral. The committee also referred its report to the State 
Department with suggestion that the matter be taken 'Up 
through diplomatic channels to see if some measure of relief 
could be obtained. Shortly thereafter I introduced three reso-
lutions, as follows, to wit: . 

1. Resolution of inquiry to the Department of Justice as to 
what, if any, steps had been taken against these combinations 
(H. Res. 477, 64th Cong., 2d sess.). 

2. Resolution of inquiry to tlle State Department as to what, 
if any, steps had been taken to obtain rclief from the extor­
tions practiced by tllese combinations (H. Res. 478# 64th Cong. 
2d sess.). 

3. Resolution directed to the War Department, inquiring 
for the correspondence between the Bureau of Insular Affairs 
of that Department with the Governor. of the Philippine Islands 
with relation to an alleged attempt by the Reguladora to 
organize a similar combination in the Philippines of the pro­
uucers of manila hemp (H. Res. 483, 64th Gong., 2cl sess.). 

The answers of these departments are as follows, to wit: 
Hon. E. Y. WEBB, 
· Chairman Committee on the Judiciary, 

House of Representatives, Washington, D. 0. 
MY DEAR MR. WEBB: The department has received your let· 

ter of the 31st ultimo · transmitting a copy of House resolution 
477, making inquiry as to whet~er o~· not any action has been 
taken against the Comision RegU.ladora del Mercado de Hene­
quen and the Pan American Commission Cor~<:>ration, an 
alleged combination to m~mopolize the sale and mcrease· the 
price of sisal in the United States. 
· A suit against tlle Pan American Commission Corporation, 
the Comision Reguludora del Mercado de Henequen, and others 
for alleged violations of the Federal antitrust laws was insti­
tuted in the United States District Court at New York City 
on January 30, 1917. There are inclosed herewith; two copi~s 
of the Government's petition. 

Action against this combination was withheld unti.I the re­
port of the Senate committee, referred to in the resolution, at 
the request of the committee Itself. 

Yours very truly, 
T. W. GREGORY, Attontey Ge-neral. 

The War Department fm·nished copies of two communict!tions, 
as follows : . 

[Cablegram.] 
WASHINGTON, D. C., December 16, 1916. 

HARBISoN; Manila: 
Reported here that Lind, employee of the Mexican COinision 

Re-gulauora, now in Manila in effort to organize combine abaca 
.lntere ts. PleaSe report facts, and . if any effort being made 
to corner manila hemp. Caution should be exercised in dealings 
with Comision Reguladora. Outlook here indicates desirability 
of pushing hemp and maguey cultivation. Rush answer by cable. 

MciNTYRE. 

yond that I know nothing of his-actions in connection with abaca, 
and no mention was made by him of the Comision Regllladora. 

HARRISON. 

· T.he State Depa1~ent communicatM t11e following to Chair­
man FLooD, of the Foreign Relations· Committee of the House, 
to wit: · 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
. Washington., Febr·uary16, 191'1. 

The Honorable HENRY D. Fr.oon, . ' 
Chainnan Committee on. Foreign Affairs, 

House of Representati-t:es. 
Srn: I have the honor to acknowledge' the receipt of your letter 

of February 12, 1917, witli whl:~h · ~u' inclosed a copy of House 
Resolution No. 478, dated: .Jtrnuary ·so; 1917, requesting me to 
inform the House whethe' any action has 'been taken by the De­
partment of State, either as recommended in Senate Report No. 
9~9, Sixty-fourth Oongt·ess, second session, or otherwise, to se­
cure 1·elief from the extortions practiced by the Comision Regu­
ladora del Mercado de Henequen and the ..Pan American Com­
mission Corporation, which control the supply of sisal hemp 
suitable for the manufacture of binder twine in the United 
States. 
. You ask me to furnish you with nn expre sion of my views 
in the matter and with any information in regard thereto. 

In reply I have the honor to inform you that the Department 
of State has not taken any diplomatic action with the de facto 
Govet·nment of Mexico on the subject of the Binder Twine Trust 
in line with the recommendation contained in the Senate report 
mentioned, or otherwise, on account of the fact that the political 
situation in Mexico has not ·for- some time appeared to be such 
as to make it advisable to go into this matter with the de facto 
Government. However, as the Attorney General may have taken 
some action against the Pan American Commission Corpora- · 
tion, I suggest that you might consider it advisable to obtain 
an expression of opinion on the subject from him. 

I have the honoT to be, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) ROBERT LANSING. 

Secretary of Commerce Redfield also sent a letter, which is as 
follows, to wit: 

DEPARTMENT oF CoMMERCE, 

Bon. HA.LvoR STEENERSON, 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, February1, 1917. 

House of Rep1·esentatives, Washington, D. 0. 
MY DEAR CoNGRESS::M:AN: My attention has been repeatedly 

called by merchants and manufacturers connected with the twine 
and cordage industries to tlle extraordinary advance in price 
of sisal imported from Yucatan. I have watched with great 
interest the inc1·ease in price, which has now gone so far as to 
make the present figure of 16! cents nearly or quite three times 
the price that existed before the so·called Comision Reguladora 
took charge of the matter. I have been quite unable to learn 
from any source of any justification for such an ·increase in 
figure, and have regarded, and do still regard, the advance in 
price as an injurious act of monopoly hurtfully exercised on. our 
soil to the material damage of our farmers and· consumers. I 
earnestly hope that the pending. litigation begun by t11e Gov.: 
ernment may result in restoring more normal conditions. 

I am informed that, under .the auspices of the Oomision Regu­
ladora, Mr. Norman Lind went to Manil.,'l. to inquire into the 
possibility of making arrangements in the Philippine Islands 
of such a character as would support the sisal monopoly in the 
markets of the United States. I am informed that Mr .. Lind 
has returned to this country with the intention of going back 
again to the . Philippines, in or~er to carry ~ut, if possible, this 
proposed arrangement. It is my understanding that tllqs an 
effort is to be made to baCk up one monopoly by tlle mm;e or 
less complete establishment of another, and that in bot.Jl of these 
the interests of tlie' .A.ffierlcan farmer and consumer ar~ flie last 
things to be considered: . 

I should be very glad for anything that could be done, b~ legis· 
lation or otherwise, which would defeat purposes of this kind . 

I beg to remain, 
Yours vet7 truly, 

(Signed) 'VILLIAY C. REDFIELD, 
Seet·etary. 

This is the situation up to .date. It will be observed that the 
Department of Justice has begun a suit in equity against the 

[Cablegram.] Reguladora and its officers, but no criminal prosecution. 
. . MANILA, P. I., Decen~ber 19, 1916. The Reguladora recently published 1n the daily .newsl?apers 

~ECRETARY oF WAB, lVashington: 1 a page advertisement, in which they defended the1r ncbon in 
, Referring to te~egram from your office of 16th instant, Lind raising the price, on the. ground that .th~ir prices were regu­

ihformed me that he is looking into the fiber situation here. Be- lated by the prices of their only competltoi, manila hemp. 
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It will also be noted that tlie Bureau of. Insular Affairs sus­

pected that the Reguladora was sending an emissary to effect a 
combination of producers of manila hemp in the Philippine Is­
lands to establish a complete monopoly of both sisal and manila 
hemp producers. The Reguladora sent several newspaper clip­
pings to me defending their action, and I wrote them inquir­
ing about the price and about the employment of Mr. Norman 
Lind. Their answer is as follows, to wit: 
(Comision Reguladora del Mercado de Heneqt:en. Main office at Merida, 

Yucatan, Mexico. New York office, 120 Broadway. MenaUQ :Marin, 
agent.] 

Hon. HALVOR STEENERSON, M. C., 
Washington, .D. 0. 

JANUARY 27, 1917. 

DEAR Sm: We beg to acknowledge receipt of your esteemed 
favor of January 24. We were pleased to note that you wel­
comed the opportunity of reading a statement from us in reply 
to .some of the charges that have been made against the Comi­
sion Reguladora del Mercado de Henequen. In reply to your 
queries, we beg to advise you that we are now selling sisal to 
the American manufacturers at 16i cents f. o. b. Gulf ports and 
16! cents f. o. b. Atlantic ports. 

Respecting Mr. Norman Lind, he has been employed ' in the 
statistical department of the Comision Reguladora since March 
1, 1916. Last year he visited American manufacturers of twines 
and rope for the purpose of ascertaining their normal and prob­
able future requirements of sisal fiber and to hear any com­
plaints they might have concerning the quality of sisal fiber de­
liveries, the method of handling, etc., and to receive suggestions 
for any improvements that the manufacturers migl;lt deem ad­
.vantageous for them. Recently Mr. Lind was sent to the Phil­
ippines to gather statistical data respecting manila hemp and 
other fibers produced in the islands and to study methods of 
cleaning, handling, and marketing the Philippine fibers. * * • 

Very respectfully, yours, 
CmusiON REGULADORA DEL 

MERCADO DE HENEQUEN, 
(Signed) 1\IENALIO MARIN, .Agent. 

In their published advertisements the Reguladora maintains 
that their prices are determined by the price of manila hemp. 
It is also to be noted that they sent their agent to "gather sta­
tistical data respecting manila hemp and other fibers produced 
fn the Philippine Islands and to study methods of cleaning, 
handling, and marketing the Philippine fibers/• This points to 
the fact that they were at that time contemplating effecting 
.world-wide combination or monopoly of the fiber markets. Prob­
ably the suit begun the other day by the Department of Justice 
against the Comision Reguladora del Mercado de Henequen, Pan 
'.American Commission Corporation, Sol Wexler, Lynn H. Din­
kins, Juan Martinez, Menalio Marin, and Nicolas Ferraez will 
have a tendency to check this attempt at an extension of the 
monopoly. It is to be regretted, however, that the Department 
.of Justice should not also have resorted to criminal proceedings. 

The Semite committee found-
" Beyond question this association is a monopoly formed for 

the purpose of controlling the sisal market, which it does most 
effectiYely." 

Also-
" The official repre ·entatives of the Comision Reguladora ad­

mitted before yoru· committee that their organization was in­
deed a complete and effective monopoly, and furthermore that 
the contract entered into between the Comision Reguladora and 
the Pan American Commission Corporation was an essential 
factor in making the monopoly complete and effective." 

Certainly a clearer case of criminal violation of the antitrust 
l~ws would be hard to find. It is true that the Reguladora had 
put forth the claim that they are a farmers' cooperative or­
ganization, and that they are exempt under the recent amend­
ments of the antitrust laws. They also, in a. recent advertise­
ment, called attention to the Webb bill, which authorizes the 
combination of American manufacturers who deal in foreign 
countries. This bill they say has been recommended by the 
President and passed by the House of Representatives by a 
majority of 8 to 1, and legalizes combines in foreign countries, 
and that this is intended especially for the Latin-American 
countries. How, then, they ask, can this cotmtry consistently 
object to an association of farmers solely for mutual help for 
marketing their products, especially when the association is 
under regulation by the Government? I opposed the Webb bill 
and hope that it will never become a law; but regardless of that 
and the principles embodied tlH'!'ein, the answer to this con­
;tention is that the Reguladora is not an organization of farmers, 
;but an agency of a military and de ·potic Government imposed 
)lpon the people o~ Yucatan, which denies not only . to its own 

citizens but to all others the right to purchase or to export hene­
quen fiber, the staple commodity of that country. According to 
reliable reports, this Government, although it pretends to act for 
the farmers, and although it has extracted many millions of dol­
lars from the people of the United States in exorbitant fiber 
prices, has never divided a single dollar among the actual 
producers of henequen. It was testified to by men who had 
been in the business for 30 years that the cost of producing 
henequen fiber was 3 cents a pound. The agents of the Regu­
ladora claimed that the combination was paying a higher 
price for their peon labor, but it turned out upon cross-examina­
tion that they were being paid in paper money that was almost 
valueless, and that when it was reduced to gold they were paid 
about the same now as formerly. 

A few years ago a. somewhat similar or analogous scheme 
originated in one of the provinces of Brazil, in South America, 
which produced most of the coffee. It was called the valoriza­
tion scheme, and the Government advanced to the planters a 
certain amount on their coffee and then shipped and stored 
it in New York and in European ports and borrowed money on 
it there in order to keep !.t off the market until the price they 
demanded was paid. This worked for a. while and the American 
people were compelled to pay several cents a pound more for 
their coffee. Attorney General Wickersham brought suit against 
Hermann Sielcken and others in 1910, and I have been informed 
that the State Department also called the attention of the 
Brazilian Government to the fact that we were their best cus­
tomers for coffee and admitted it free of duty. It ended soon 
after. The coffee stored was sold and the valorization scheme 
was abandoned, and the price of coffee fell to normal. It seems 
to me that this administration is neglecting the interests of 
the American farmers in not making an effort in the same 
direction in this instance. The Reguladora is, as has been 
proven, a mendacious and insolent monopoly. Sol Wexler at 
the hearing testified that conditions as to prices would be nor­
mal as soon as all opposition to the Reguladora ceasell. He 
said, " When those people let up in the fight, which they will do 
when they are thoroughly licked, things will be normal." 

I have received petitions from hundreds of farmers and pro­
tests from the National Grange, and something effective ought 
certainly to be done to crush this monopoly. Talk about the high 
cost of living! The increase of 10 cents per pound in the price 
of binder twine means 20 cents an acre for all the grain raised, 
which means 1! cents per bushel of wheat, or 7! cents for 
every barrel of flour consumed in the United States. I under­
stand the Reguladora is going to invoke the antitrust laws that 
exempt farmers' organizations without capital from its opera­
tions. This is what they claimed in their advertisements, but 
this plea will not be sustained. It is a sham. It is as fraudulent 
as the claim they made a year ago when they testified before 
the Senate committee to explain the abnormal rise in prices, 
that there was a shortage in the supply of fiber. They had re­
fused to sell to American manufacturers on the pretext that the 
supply was below norll\al. With the consent of the committee 
they then agreed to have the Federal Trade Commission distrib­
ute to the manufacturers such supply as they had in proportion 
to the capacity of each. 

The Trade Commission did so, and found and reported that 
they had received orders from the manufacturers for 107,950 
bales, leaving a surplus of 17,050 bales on hand, showing that 
there was an actual surplus instead of a shortage. This proved 
that the Reguladora had been practicing deception, not only 
on the committee but on the manufacturers. Circumstantial · 
evidence also pointed to the fact that they had for a long 
time been studying the supply and demand of fiber, not only in 
this country but in other countries as well, and they had sent 
1\Ir. Norman Lind to the Philippines for that pru·pose. Tllere 
could be no object in all this except to form a world-wide com­
bination to control the prices of fiber. This is the most dan­
gerous attempt at monopoly and to increase the cost of living 
that has ever been conceived. · 

The Senate committee found that the price of hemp had been in­
creased while the hearings were being held from 7i cents per 
pound to 14! cents per pound, an annual increase to the Americau 
people of more than $26,000,000. The annual production of sisal 
hemp is about 1,000,000 bales, and practically all thi is consumed 
in the United States. A bale weighs 375 pounds. This makes a 
total of 375,000,000 pounds. An increase of 2 cents n pound ; 
that is, the rise in price since the committee report was filed, 
from 141 to 16! cents per pound, amounting to $7,500,000, added . 
to tlle $26,000,000 makes a total of $34,500,000 we will contribute 
to this monopoly this yenr. This trust is enabled to rob the 
American people of tills sum annually becnuse it is financed by 
American bankers with the express approval of Carranza. and 
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apparently the tacit approval of our own State Department. · [Air 
pluuse.] 

The Reguladora should not e cape punishment because of 
its claim to be a government agency. That would be a good 
plea in Yucatan but not here. \Vhen a government engages in 
private business, especially outside of its own domain, it is gov­
erned by the law applicable to individuals. All these agents 
of the Reguladora and the bankers are in the United States, 
and subject to our penal laws for acts done here. We demand 
they be prosecuted, criminally as well as civilly. This robbery 
mu t be stopped. 

[From the Tribune, Sanford, Me., Nov. 3, 1916.] 
The latest product of Democratic legislation and policy," the Binder 

Twine '.rrust-the Comision del Mercado de Henequin Reguladora, of 
Yucatan-controls absolutely the world's sisal· supply, -out of which 
binder twine is made. This trust was organized by the military gov­
ernor of Yucatan and was approved by Carranza. It was financed in 
the United States with approval of the State Department. Norman 
Lind, whose father, John Lind, was sent as President Wilson's "personal 
representative" to Mexico~ is its American representative. This tru.:'lt 
has already doubled the pr1ce of binda· twine. The money, wrung from 
Ame.rican farmers, will not go to the peons of Yucatan in increased 
wa~es but to Carranza. It will help him b\ly more arms and ammunition 
witn which to murder Americans. 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 29, 1917.] 
CADI , ET TO DISCUSS SISAlr-NEW llAlSE IN PRICE LIKELY TO BRL'G. 

IllL\IEDIAT.Jl FEDERAL ACTION. 

.An.nouncement of anoth~r rise in tbe price of Yucatan sisnl, the 
base for binder twine, it was learned yesterday, will hasten action by 
Government agencies investigating operations of the commission regu­
ladora, the Yucatan state monopoly which markets sl. al in the United 
States. The situation will be put before to-day's cabinet meeting for 
discussion of measures contemplated for relief of American users. 

New York representati,es of the commission have just put sisal up 
2 cents, which makes j_!he p1·ice now charged American binder-twine 
manufactm·ers 16 cenrn a pound. When the commission took con­
trol of the Yucatan output, leJ s than two years ago, users in this 
cou~try were pa:t·ing less than 5 cents. 

rltiCE OF SISAL AGAI.:-.1 UP-MEXICANS .ASK lGi CENTS FOr. FIBER, AGAINST 
~ CENTS IN 1!115. 

. NEW YORK, Jamlat·y f8 • 
.Another boost-this time of f1Jll 2 cents a pound-was announced 

yesterllay by the !1exican commission which controls the supply of 
sisal, n·om which practically aU of the binder twine matle in the 
United States is manufactured. The new quotation is 16~ ·cents a 
pound for February-l\Iarch delivery, and it compares with the last 
quotation of 14! cents, a quotation in November of 10i cents and the 
low price fn September, 1915, of 5~ cents. · 

The increase has tended to stiffen the Manna market, too. Fair 
cm·rcnt is quoted at 16 cent , while 25 pa· cent over fair current is 
.;uoted at 19 cents. 

A Senate agriculture committee which investigated workings of 
tile commission for the sale oi sisal reported recently that it was 
unable to do anything to stop the advances, but requested the De­
partment of Justice to begin such action as i<> deemed necessary anfl 
the State Department to ascertain whether relief can not be obtained 
through diplomatic cl1annel . The committee also reqm:sted the De­
partment ol Agriculture to hegln laboratory experiml'nts to find a 
suitable and economic substitute for sisal. Practically the entire 
world's supply is grown in the State of Yucatan, in southern Mexico. 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 31, 1917.] 
SUES SISAL INTERESTS-GOVER...'\ lENT' CH.ARGES CO:SSPIR.~CY ~DER 
A~TITRUST L.A. WS-GREGORY ISSUES STATEMENT-ASSERTS REQGEST 
FOR !~JUNCTIONS AGAINST PAN AMERICAN COMMISSION AND 0TITERs-
1S OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO FARMERS-POINTS TO RISE IN PRICES 
AS RESULT OF ALLEGED COMBINE. 

. NEW YORK, January SO. 
Tbe Government to-day filed a suit in the Federal court here against 

the Pan American Commission Corporation, Sol Wexler, and others, 
eharging conspiracy unda· the antitrust laws to restrain interstate and 
foreign trade in sisal and to increase the market price of sisal through-
out the United States. · 

Injunctions were asked against the corporation, the Comision 
• Regumdora, the Yucatan combination of si al producers which received 

its financial assistance, and against several intlivi<luals connected with 
them, to prevent their further operation in interstate or foreign com­
merc·e. The other individual defendants named are Lynn H. Dinkins, 
Juan Martinez, Menalio Marin, and Nicholas Ferraez. 

FORMED AS MO. OPOLY, HE SAYS. 

"The combination attackeu was formed late in 1915 to monopolize 
the field and increase the price of sisal in the United States," reads a 
stat<:'ment issued by Attorney General Gregory in filing the suit. 

'' isal is produced as an article of commerce only in Yucatan and is 
the onl:v fiber available for the manufacture of binder twine, of which 
fr'om 2M,ooo,ooo to 300,000,000 pounds is required annually for bar­
vesting the O'rain crops of the United States. 

''The parties to the combination are American bankers, the Pan 

~n~erfi;~n c;~'Pslft1n i{i~gS~~o~~~ti,~~i~r·g:~;z:~ ~~cec~~tr~1~!,d -i>lr~hi~ 
imports and sells sisal in the United States. 

CO. TI~UOUS CUEDIT OF $10,000,000. 

"To enable the commission to purchase the entire output of. Mexico 
nntl import and sell it at the prices and on the terms fixed by the com­
bination, the bankers th1:ough their corporations are supplying to the 
commission in the United ~tates a continuous credit of $10,000,000 
nnd otherwise assisting the commission in the United States. For this 
service the corporation receives a minimum compensation of 450,000 
a yca.J:" in addition to the regular rates of interest on loans made to the 
commlsslon. 

"At the time the combination was e.trected the price of sisal at New 
York was 5a cents a pound and for five years before had averaged 
about 5a cents. As a result of the combination the price bas been 

advanced until it is now 16lt cents-. This· price, if maintained, means 
probably an increase to our farmers oi more than 25,00010()0 in binder 
twine for 1U17 over the cost in 1915." 

CONFERENCE BEFORT (NO. (1635). 

Mr. NORTON. Will the gentleman yield for a moment? 
Mr. STEENERSON. Yes; for just one question. 
The SPEAKER The time of the gentleman has expired. 
SEVERAL MEMBERS. "Vote!" "Vote!" 
Mr. STEEJNERSON. Just one momeut-­
:Mr. LEVER. I move the previous question. 
Mr. NORTON. Just one moment. I want to ask the gentle­

man a question. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South Carolina moves 

the previous question. 
Mr. NORTON. I just want a minute. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the previous 

question. 
· The previous question was orcl red. 

'l"he SPEJAKER. The question is on agreeino- to the confer­
ence report. 

Tl~e question being taken, the Speaker announced that the 
ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. NORTON. l\fr. Speaker, I ask for a division. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North Dakota demands 

a division. Those in favor of agreeing to the conference repo1·t 
will rise and stand until they are counted'. [After counting.] 
Two hundred and eighty-six Members voting in the affirmative. 
Those opposed to agreeing to the conference report will rise and 
stand until counted. [After a pause.] Not a soul bas risen 
against it. [Applause.] 

Accordingly the conference report ' as agreed to. 
COMMITTEE TO NOTIFY THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. KITCHIN. 1\Ir. Speali:er, I senll to the Clerk's llesk a 
resolution which I ask the Clerk to report. and I ask its im­
mediate consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report it. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

House resolution 555. 
.RMolvecl, That a committee o1 three Memba-s be a.Ppointed by the 

Speaker to join a similar committee to be appointed by the Senate, to 
wait on the President of the Un1ted States and inform him that the two 
Houses are ready to adjourn unless the President has some communica­
tion to make to them. 

The resolution was agreed to ; and tile Speaker appointeti Mr. 
KITCHIN, Mr. LLOYD, and Mr. MANN as the committee on the 
part of the House. 

DUTIES ON FLAX-PREPARATORY :MACHINE.S. 

Mr. FORDNEY. JUr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the present consideration of the bill (S. 4384) providing for the 
refund of duties collected on flax-preparatory machines, parts, 
and accessorie imported sub equent1y to August 5, 190D, and 
prior to January 1, 191L 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bHI by title. 
The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
:Mr. FORDNEY. :Mr. Speaker, I <lo not wish to discuss the 

matter at all, unless some gentleman wants information. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the bill. 
The bill was .read, as follows : 
Be it etzactecl,. etc., That the Secretary Qf the Treasury be,. anu he 

is hereby, authorized and directed to pay~ out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to the Linen Thread Co., of No. 
96 Franklin Street, New York City, the st.tm of $23,239.35, being the 
n.niount of duties collected on fiax·prepnrntory m.achin , parts thereo~ 
and a-ccessories thereto imported sub equently to August 5, lUOU, and 
prior to January 1, 1911. 

Mr. AUSTIN. Mr. Speaker, this is unanimously recommemleu 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 
Mr. KEATING. I object, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. FORDNEY. I ask the gentleman to withllold his objec· 

tion a moment, when perhaps he will withdraw it. 
J.\.1r. KEATING. I withhold the objection. 
1\tlr. FORDNEY.. I wish to state to the gentle.rua.n from Col(}:!> 

rado that tbis is a bill to refund. under para~aph 187 of t.lle 
Payne tariff law, duties paid on' machinery which under that act 
was to be brought in free of duty between the enactment of 
the law and January 1~ 1911. That machinery was brought in 
in accordance with the law, but because of an e.l'roneous ruling 
made by some man in the customs department it was held 
beyond the time within which the duty could be refunded un1ler 
the law. Now, they come in and ask, with the consent of the 
Treasury Department, that a law be passed permitting the 

. repayment of that duty. Everything was in accordance \vith 
the law, and it would have been refunded, except for a wrung 
ruling of the Treasury Department at that time. I hope the 
gentleman will withdraw his objection. 
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l\lr. AUSTIN. I have exrunined this bill, and it is strongly 

recommended by the Treasury Department. It has been :re­
portctl by the Committee on Claims of the House. 

1\lr. KEATING. I insist on my objection. 
Subsequently, 
l\lr. FORDNEY. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Colorado 

withdraws his objection which he made a few minutes ago to 
the consideration of the bill, S. ·4.384, and 1 ask tbat the bill be 
taken up. 

The SPEAKER. The gentl~man from Colorado ·withdraws 
his objection. The bill has been read. The question is on the 
third reading of -the bill. 

'The bill was ordered to a third rea,ding, ·and was accordingly 
:read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. FoBDNEY, a motion to reconsider the L'lBt 
vote was laid on the table. 

1\Ir. MANN. l\Ir. Speaker, 1 ask unanimous consent that my 
· colleague, Mr. CANNON, have ·leave to ·address tbe House fur 

five minutes. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from fllinols asks that his 

colleague, Mr. CANNON, be allowed to address the House for 
five minutes. 

1\lr. NEELY. Mr. Speaker, reserving the right to object, un­
less I can get :recognition-
Th~ SPEAKER. The gentleman can not get recognitiun .now. 
Mr. NEELY. Then :I object to anybody having ·unanimous 

'Consent. 
EULOGIES OF PULASKI AND KOSCIUSZKO. 

Mr. BARNHART. Mr. Speaker, I ask to take from the 
'Speaker's table House concruTent r~solution 59 to _print and bind 
the -proceedings upon the unveiling of the statue of Count C.asi­
mir Pulaski n.no Gen. Thaddeus Kosciuszko in Washington, 1\Ia.y 
11, 1910, with .accompanying illustrat.inns, and so forth, and to 
cancnr in the Senate amendments. 

Mr. NEELY. Mr. Speaker, 1 withdraw my objection to the 
-reque-51: of the gentleman from Illinois Jlur . .MANN]. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman withdraws his objection. 
Ai3 oon as this pending resolution is disposed of the Chair will 
recognize the gentleman irom Tilinois. The Clerk will report 
the Senate amendments to House concurrent resolution 59. 

The Senate amendments were 1·ead. 
The SPEAKER. Is there objection! 
There was no objecti,on. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on concrn:ring in the Senate 

amendments. 
The motion was agreed to. 

THANKS TO THE SPEMrnB. 

Mr. MANN. I ask the ~peaker1 to call the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. CANNON] to the chair. I desire to present a privl~ 
legeu Tesolution. 

"The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tilinois will take the 
chair. [Applause.] 

Mr. CANNON took the chair n.s Speaker pro tempore. 
Mr. MANN. Mr. Spea.ker--
"The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 'from lllinois. 

[Appin.use.] 
Mr. MANN. I rise to -present a pri\"ileged resolution. 
"The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will 1~1)0rt the reso­

lution. 
The Clerk read 'US follows : 

.House resdlutlon 55G. 
Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this House are presented to the 

Hon. CHAMP ClrARK, tts honored and d.lstlnguished Speaker, for the able, 
impartial, courteous, and dignified manner in which he has presided over 
Its deliberations and performed the arduous and important duties of the 
Speakership during the pTesent •term of Cougress 'llOW about to end. 

[Applause.] 
Mr. MANN. Mr. 'Sl)eaker, I think we .have the time for a mo­

'lllent' · discussion in this connection, and 1 desire to pay a tribute 
not only to the distinguished Missourian who has presided so 
ably and justly over this House now for three Congresses, but to 
anot11er distinguished Missourian who has been an able Mem­
ber of this .Hou e for 20 years. He .and I and others in the 
House came here together in the Fifty-fifth Congres . He is leav­
ing the House by his own decision, and I sometimes envy him the 
choice he has made and the quiet .and contentment with which he 
may pass the Temaining years of his life. It is a loss to the 
House for him -to go out. He has had the confidence and respect 
•of the House 1'or many years. We leaned heavily upon him, 
es_pecially in matters relating to the Post Office Department, and 
have always v:alued his advice and his judgment, and I would 
feel remiss in my duty if I did not express to the House our sin­
cere appreciation of the value of his services and our regret at 
his leaving us. We really lose a great and able 1\fember in the 
loss of Mr. LLOYD, of Missouri. 1App1ause.] 

. ....... . 
Mr. CONNELLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

my colleague, Mr. TAGGART, of Kansas, be allowed five minutes. 
l\Ir. 1\IANN. I will yield to the gentleman five minutes. 
Mr. "TAGGART. Mr. Speaker, I shall avail myself of the few 

minutes assigned me to take leave of the House. I have had 
the honor of serving three tei:llls in Congress, and during that 
time have represented one of the most progressive and enter­
prising districts in America. · The last two terms have been 
under the administration of P1·esident Wilson, and I am glad to 
look back over the record and feel that I have faithfully sup­
ported the President of the United States in all of the great meas­
'Ures that .he has proposed. 

'The memory of i:he many friends -that I .have made here, 
the kindness and patience with which 1 was listened to on the 
1'ew occasions thnt 1 addressed the House, and the good fellow­
ship of those I have met will inspire me to make the remainder 
of my life the best part of it. I shall always feel that I was 
honored most by -the character of those who sat with me here, 
.and I hope that it may be said, in the language of a principle 
of law;, that I wru; known by my companions-noscitur a sociis. 
Having attained -the honor of being 'lvith you was the .greatest 
-achievement of my life. 

..Again, in our history it may be said, as it was said before, that 
"These are the days that try men's souls." The fidelity and 
patriotism of the American -people n.re once again put to the 
test. In such an hour it is my earnest hope that the ordinary 
rivalries of the _political arena -will disappear-that the petty 
and trifling questions thaLhave seemed to divide the people will 
sink into insigni:fi.c.ance, and that every man wl1o wears the 
dignity of an American citizen will stand like Gibraltar behind 
the ilag of the United ·states. 

Humiliation never did secure peace; neither did discrimina~ 
tion and unfairness ever promote peace in the hi ·tory of the 
world. The two Congresses in which we have served and whlch 
have dealt with our foreign relations Jurve spared no effort to 
be magnificently fair. .I can ben.r most cheedul witness to the 
efforts of men of all partws here to maintain the United States 
at peace with all the world. But we have come to that pass 
where tthe duty 'has arisen •of ;protecting the lives of American 
.citizens throughout the world. T.he .glory of America has been 
tarnished by our failure to do this in .the past. We hm·e ·been 
indifferent to the fate of the . American citizen that has left our 
border .or our .shore. We have abandoned him to his fate in 
.1\Ie:rico and on the high seas. The manhood of .America is 
called upon for a more vigorous policy than thi , and I feel that 
.this great duty will finally be well performed. 

I want the American citizen to .know, wherever he i under 
the whole heavens, that he is in the shadow of the eagle's wing. 
At the same time I believe it to be the patriotic duty of an AIDer­
can citizen to forego his 'Private interests and to remain away 
from war zones and scenes of battle in this cri is. In France 
·there is .a law providing a beavy penalty for .nnyone who will uo 
any act to cause a war between France and any other nation. 
'E-ven the warlike and volatile people of France took tliis pre­
caution long ago. lt is a wise and humane law. 1 .hope the 
American citizen, in addition to exposing his life to de truction 
.by going into a war zone on n 'foreign shi_p, under a foreign flag, 
and committing his pTotection to a foreign Government, will not 
·also bring upon his country the calamities of war. Our own 
shl:ps, under our own flag, and all those who a.re in them, are most 
certainly entitled to protection .on the lli.gh seas, and .I lJaye 
every -faith to 'believe that the next 'Congress, as well as this 
Congress, will have the mn.nhood to insist on th1s right. 

U war must come, we are willing to make the same sacrifices 
'that our father made. If it does come, we hall find the same 
truth that was discovered more than 50 years- ago-that i.s. 
that all classes of men, regardless of creed or lineage, will be 
equally willing to serve the United States. I have no dread 
of the ·disloyalty of any American citizen. It ought t-<> be :a 
crime, and it is u crime, if written and published, to accuse an 
American citizen of dislqyalty to 'his country wbere he has 
done no overt net to justify the accusatioiL .If war must come, 
the roll of the Clead on the field of llonor will ·Show names that 
-originated in .every country in western Europe-men of the 
so1dier races of the world who were rivals in glory. [Applause.] 

Should I never again have the honor to perform any duty 
within these w.alls, let me say these few words more, and let 
me beg whoever reads them to appreciate .fully the .real bless­
ings that have been brought to mankind by the Government 
of the United States. There have been attempted trespasses 
against Uberty in this land, but they were laughable. There 
have been thoughts of some cla s or .separate group of peoDle 
ruling. this Nation, and these thoughts are still more laughable. 
The so\"'ereignty of this Government is not in auy officer, nor in 
this body, nor in tile other body, ·but in the whole people; and 
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tl1e sovereign must be true to himself. Whoever loves his 
neighbor most serve. his country best. [Applause.] 

This great inheri tance must anu shall be preserved. Its place 
in the worl<l could not be filled if it were vacated. Let the curse 
of Job fall upon him who is not willing to defend this inherit­
ance! Let the day perish in which he was born, and the night 
in which his hi ~tory began. The more loyally men stand to­
gether in this crisis, the more certainly we can remain at peace. · 
[Applause-.] 

Ju t a moment more. I can not, without the deepest emotion, 
take leave of our beloved Speaker. He is one of the few friends 
that I have ever bad who were truly great. It might not be 
becoming in me to enter upon an encomium here and now upon 
his virtues. " His praise is hynmed on loftier harps than 
mine." But let me say that be has that democ1·acy which rec­
ognizes tl1at every soul has an equal right to rise to its full 
mea. ure in this world; that he has the philosophy and learning 
to know that a variety of thought is as essential in a republic as 
a variety of talent; that the nation where men are alike will 
stagnate and decay; that where they all think alike they will 
not go forward ; and he has the supreme American citizenship 
to <leclare that be claims no right for ltimself that he is not 
willing to give to every human being on the face of the globe. 
An<l all these virtues are crowne<l with a patriotism that is 
without o tentation and a love for bls fellow man that is as 
much a part of his natUl'e as the beating of his heart. The 
richest re,-.;ard of my service in Congress is that affection 
which I shall cherish for him until my last hour. The Speaker 
is too great to be the victim of disappointment; it has written 
no wrinkle on his brow. Neither chance, nor accident, nor 
mi tali:e, nor tl1e cunning plans of the ambitious coulu shake his 
faith or leave one b·ace of bitterness in his soul. He will go 
down in history as standing forth in these trying bouTs as one 
of the giant figures in American public life-

As some tall cliff that lilts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale and midway leaves the storm ; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 

. Eternal sunsbJne settles on 1ts head. 
[Prolonged applause.] 
Mr.' MANN. Mr. Speaker, if it is not trespassing on the time 

of the House, I yield three minutes to the gentleman frorp 
, Missis ippi [Mr. CoLLIER]. 

REUNION BETWEEN THE BLUE AND THE GRAY. 
Mr. COLLIER. Mr. Speaker, many of you recollect that dur­

ing the last se sion of Congress the sum of $150,000 was appro­
priate<] by Cong1·ess to help defray the expenses of carrying 
on the reunion between the Blue and the Gray at the peace 
jubilee that is going to be held on the battle field of Vicksburg 
next October. · 

That reunion is for the twofold purpose of celebrating the 
50 years of peace and good-fellowship which happily exists in 
our American Republic, and also for the purpose of bringing 
together those battle-scarreu veterans of the Civil War, that 
they might again meet, not as of yore, in the shock of conflict, 
but arotm<l the camp fires at Vicksburg, in jest, in story, and 
in pleasant reminiscence. [Applause.] l\lr. Speaker, it has 
been over 50 years since the close of the Civil War. Those 
crucial days are past anu gone. The smoke of battle has lifted, 
an<l instead of listening to the opening roar of thundering 
cannon, the ear is greete<l with the busy humming of countless 
spindles; the air tl1at once was filled with deadly hail of shot 
and shell is now colored by the smoke of many factories ; and 
where the gunboats once hurled their thunderbolts of death and 
destruction, there now are seen the rippling waters of our 
mighty rivers dotted with countless boats and sails, and upon 
who e ample bo oms half the commerce of our Republic is 
de tined to be borne. 

It is my pleasing privilege, in behalf of the Vicksburg Peace 
Jubilee Committee, through its chairman an<l secretary and in 
behalf of the citizens of Vicksburg, to extend a sincere and cor­
dial invitation to Congre s to visit Vicksburg when you attend 
t11e reunion next October. We will give you a hearty, a sin­
cere, a cordial welcome. We "ant you to see our city and 
meet our people. w~ want you to see Vicksburg, a city 
ri ch in the historic memories of the past, and bright with the 
glowing prospects of the future; a city whose rugged hills, 
furrm·,red with intrencl1ments once re<l with the blood of fratri­
ciual strjfe, but now, thank Gou, marked by lofty and enduring 
monuments which commemorate alili:e the virtue ~nd the glory 
and the heroism of those who, as some one so beautifully said 
upon this :floor on another occasion. wore those colors which 
suggested the gray of the early morning and the blue of the 
noonday sky. [Applause.] 

Again I say to you, I hope that you will come anu visit 
Vicksburg. We will give you tile best welcome we can, and per-

mit me to expre. s the hope tlwt you will hnvc a mucl1 plea ure 
in visiting our city as the people of Vi<:k ·bm·g will experience in 
having you with us. [Applause.] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. I tl1ink it i. al\vays in o1·<1er for 
the Speaker-and I am the Speaker for five minute. -to ay a 
wor<l. I knew the present Speaker of the House for man. years 
before I was Speaker and before he wa. Sp aker. \Ve hnd many 
contests. I have seen some pretty wilu scenes in this Jlall. At 
times I have bad feeling, sometimes of re. entment, sometimes 
of disapproval, but as the sun came up and the sun went <lown 
from day to day in the ~apse of month and years I have recog­
nized that in a government of the people there must be organi­
zations of party, and as the citizenry of the Unite<l States is a 
virile one, where there is an hone t difference as to policies 
there must at times be heat and sometimes thunder. I tak~ 
great pleasure in saying that in all my ervice with the Speaker 
of the House, when we were upon the floor and when I was 
Speaker and since he has been Speaker, he has always com­
mandeu, and never more than now, my earnest approval. 

The question is on agreeing to the resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to unanimously, 
The SPEAKER resumed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. The best service that the present occupant 

of the Chair cau render at the present time is to be very brief. 
The House thanks me, and I thank the Hou e. I want to make 
one or two remarks about this House. In my judgment it is 
the best-behave<l House that has been in Wa hlngton in my time. 
[Laughter nnd applause.] Some of you new Member may not 
believe that, but if you bad been here as long as Brother MANN 
or myself or especially lJlY revered and beloved friend Mr. 
Speaker 'A~NoN, you would know that what I say is the absolute 
and literal truth. Mr. Speaker CANNON says that he has seen 
wild scenes here, and so have !-among them several fi•:rhts-in 
days long gone by. There bas been hardly an intimation of an 
ugly scene in this House. One other woru. I congratulate the 
House, and I do it from the bottom of my heart, tl1at partisan­
ship in the acute stages in which I found it 24 years ago has 
almost vanished from this IIou e. It augurs well for the per­
petuity of the Republic. Amid alarms, at times under intense 
excitement, this House bas kept a level beau and has done an 
immense amount of work. My own opinion is that the longer 
a man is Speaker, the more easily he performs the <luties of his 
office. [Applause and laughter.] 

l\Ir. l\lANN. l\Ir. Speaker, I bad a request pen<ling that my 
colleague, 1\lr. CAN~oN, be permitted to a<l<lress the House for 
five minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [1\Ir. CANNON J 
is recognized for five minutes. 

ASHER HINDS. 

1\Ir. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I shall not consume the fiv~ 
minutes. It is greatly to my regret that I was not pr ent in 
the Hall when my colleague, 1\Ir. MANN, and the Speaker of 
the House referred to our colleague, Hon. AsHER HINDS. 
Just in a word or two I am very glad to say that I was ac­
quainted with l\lr. HINDS from the Fifty-first Congre , while 
be was clerk to the Speaker's table, parliamentarian unaer 1\lr. 
Speaker Reed, later under l\lr. Speaker Henderson, anu for eight 
years while I bad the honor to be Speaker, after which time 
he became a Member of the Hou e. He i a lovable character. 
Some man once asked another, " ·what is an apostle?" \VelJ, the 
answer to that was easy. Then he asked," What is an epistle? " 
The reply was, "An apostle is one who was on the fighting 
line, and an epistle was said to be the wife of an npostle." 
[Laughter and applause.] l\lr; HINDS did not often seek the 
floor of the House, although when be ad<lresseu the House be 
always bad its attention and always talked well. He was an 
apostle in acltievement, in writing the hi tory of this Congress 
for posterity, the most valuable history that bas been written 
so far, and yet be was as kind . and courteous as any woman 
you or I ever met. l\fen come anu men go; the House changes 
rapidly. Very few men are in the Hou e now who were here 
when I entered the Congress. The only one, I believe, is the 
gentleman from Ohio [:!\Ir. SHERWOOD], the cl1airmau of the 
Committee on InYalid Pensions. [Applnu e.] I think there 
is no one who was in the House succee<ling that anu the 
neA1: Congre s. \Ve chan~e rapidly. Our colleague, 1\lr. limns, 
sacrificed his health in bringing forth the great work that is 
inYolved in Hinds' Precedents. While it is a parliamentary. 
work, yet it is a work that represents the progress and the 
contest in the House of Representatives from the begin· 
ning of the Government unuer the Constitution up .to the 
time that he ceaseu to be clerk at the Speaker's table and be­
came a. l\lember of this House. I think, 1\Ir. Speaker, 50 or 
100 years from now, when somebody may ask who were the 
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leader of the minority and the-majority, who was Speaker now, · 
who was Speaker for the eight years I was in the ehair, u.nd 
tho.·e who preceded us, there would have to be an inquiry, but 
Hind~' Precedents, to the historian and to the parliamentarian, 
will liYe through the centuries. [Applause.] · 

Mr. FITZGERALD. 1\Ir. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to address the House for five minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York asks unani­
mom; consent to .address the Honse for five minutes. Is there 
objection? [After a pause.} The <Jhair hears none. 

REVIEW OF THE APPROPRIATIONS. 

1\Ir. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a state­
I?ent of conside1:able 'im.por;tapce t9 the House. It has been 
customary at the close of each session to have a review of the 
appropriations made by the Congress by the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations and by the ranking member of 
the minority on that committee. The unusual conditions con­
fronting the House at this time makes impossible the character 
of statement that has customarily been made. It is now known 
as a certainty that the ·sundry civil bill, carrying $1.39,028,513.77; 
the Army appropriation bill, carrying $278,1.97,702.67; the gen­
eral deficiency bill, carrying 62,610,464.81.; the l\Iilitary 
Academy bill, carrying $1,344,196.18, and the river and harbor 
bill, carrying $38,899,639, will not be enacted. before Congress 
adjourns. The aggregate of those five appropriation bills that 
will remain up.disposed of is the enormous sum of $520,080,516.43. 
Some conception of the wonderful grmvth and progress of the 
United States may be had when it is realized that 26 -years ago 
the colmtry was startled by ·the announcement that the Fifty­
first Congress in two sessions had exceeded $1,000,000,000 in the 
appropriations which called fo~· the famous remark of Speaker 
Reed, that this was a billion-dollar Oongress--

1\fr. MANN. Billion-dolla.r country. 
Mr. FITZGERALD. Billion-dollar country-but my remark 

was equally proper, it was a billion-dollar Republican Congress. 
In fiw of the thirteen appropriation bills are sums aggregating a 
sum in excess of the total-appropriations for any session of Con­
gress prior to the Fifty-first, except dm·ing the Civil War, and 
because of s_uch unusual conditions it is impossible, until Con­
gres:': reconvenes and the bills are disposed of, to make any 
statement of any value. 

I wish before I conclude, speaking what I believe to be the 
unanimous sentim€nt of the Democratic side of the House to 
express its appreciation fer the very generous tribute which 
upon the motion of the gentleman from lllinois [l\Ir. 1\.iANN/ 
wa paid to the Speaker of this House. {Applause.] Howeve~ 
we may be tried at times and however acrimonious the con­
troversies between the two sides, underlying nll in this House 
is a gr at patriotic friendship tliat is sincere and loyal between 
men upon both sides of the Honse. We appreciate if the Re­
publican side does not, the industry, the integrity, the capacity 
and the ability of the gentleman ;from Illinois [Mr. 'MANN]: 
[Applause.] · 

'Vhenever I am inclined to boast of being an industrious 
Lmn I think of him and restrain my inclination. He is the 
best-informed Member of Congress whom I have known in my 
18 rears of service, and I am speaking the unanimous sentiment 
of the Democratic side of the House when I express the hope 
thut the Republicans in the Sixty-fifth Congress will .have suf­
ficient ~ommon sense to elect the gentleman frop1 Illinois minority 
lea~er m that body. {Applause.] · 

INAUGURAL CEREMONIES. 

l\Ir. l\1ANN. Mr. S_peaker, will the gentleman -from North 
Carolina yield to me to ask him a question? · 

Mr. KITCHIN. 'I will. 
Mr. l\f.A.NN. I think we oug_ht to hnve some ·understanding 

about to-mon-ow. Memb-ers of the House hnve invitations, of 
course, "for the Senate- galleries · and the r-ight of the Members 
themselves to go upon the floor of the S~nate to-morrow when 
the Vice President is sworn in. .. 

Now, we ought to know whether it is- the desire to .meet here 
and go over there in a body or whether we shall straggle in as 
we please. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. I suggest that the House should pro­
ceed to the Senate with the Speaker at its head, although he 
may not technically be the Speaker of the Honse. 

Mr. KITCIDN. It is n:iy opinion that we should do that, and 
I understand that is the provision in the official program. 

The SPEAKER. It is the ·Chair's understanding that the 
House will meet here at 11.30 a. m., in this Hall, and that we 
will all go over together. It will make a better impression. 

Mr. KITCHIN. Mr. Speaker--
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman froin 

North Carolina [Mr. KITCHIN]. [Loud applause.] 

MINORITY LEADER MANN. 

Mr. KITCIDN. Mr. Speaker, I trust the House \vill indulge 
me just a moment to say something that I think the country 
ought to know. 

Mr. Speaker, the House, Democrats and Republicans alike, 
,have met every responsibility and performed every duty im­
posed upon it by the Constitution and by the country. [Ap­
plause.] We have passed every needful appropriation bill. 
Recognizing that responsibility and that duty, we have on our 
part supplled the Government with the authority and the means 
to perform all of its functions. If hereafter, wh€n this Con­
gress adjourns, the Governm~mt finds itself embarrassed for 
want of full and ample authority and means to maintain itself 
the fault will lie, not with this House, but with another body. 
[Applau e.] 

If the President should find this country in the midst of a 
sudd~n emergency, and should look about him for authority and 
means to protect the rights of American hips and American citi­
zens from unlawful attacks upon the high seas and find it not, 
the fault will lie, not with this body, but with another body. 
[Applimse.] I believe, :Mr. Speaker, that the country ought to 
know this truth. 

While that was all I _intended to say, I will avail myself of 
the opportunity as majority leader to thank and express to the 
distinguished gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MANN], and to the 
minority under his superb leadership, my sincere appreciation 
of their generous cooperation with me and the majority in ex­
·pediting all needful legislation, not only during this session but 
during the last session. [Applause.] 

Since I haYe been a 1\Iember of this House, now 16 years, 
there never has been .in any Congress less partisan bitterness, 
less partisan unpleasantness than in this . Congress which is 
about to expire. In all matters not partisan the Republicans, 
under the leadership of my distinguished friend from Illinois, 
l\I.r. 1\.llNN, ~ have heru:tily cooperated with us. In matters 
partisan he and the minority have resorted to no filibustering 
.tactics nor thrown any unreasonable obsh-u.ction in our path, but 
they ha \e had the courage to come to a showdown in all votes 
and put responsibility where it belonged, ready and willing for 
time to test the wisdom of our actions . . [Applause.] 

I want to say one more word concerning the minority leader. 
I must say that .before I became majority leader I thought he 
was a mighty partisan kind of a fellow. I used to think th21.t 
he was a little mean som€times in not permitting this man or 
t11at man to .get up some bill by unanimous consent; but I have 
watched him more closely and have been thrown in closer con­
tact with him in the last two years, and have come to regard 
him as one of the most useful aild patriotic men that ever sat 
in this body. [Applause.] I have had many conferences with 
him in the last hvo :years, as majority and minority leaders 
must ha\e, and there hus never been one unkind word, one un­
generous feeling, one unpleasant difference between the gentle­
man and .myself. We have differed when the principles and 
policies of our parties compelled us to differ, but he has always 
treated me with the utmost courtesy, with perfect candor, and 
he has never budged a hair's breadth from any promise be has 
ever made to me or to the majority party. [Applause.] It is 
a genuine r>leasure to acknowledge in this presence my indebted­
ness to him for his aid and assistance and cooperation with us 
in all matters of proceam·e and nonpartisan legislation. I am 
glad to r_ecord here my esteem and my affection for him and to 
pay my tribute to his exalted character, his high integrity; his 
matchless industry, his magnificent ability, his lofty patriotism. 
[Loud applause.] 

1\Ir. NEELY. .Mr. Speaker--
1\Ir. MANN. I hope the gentleman will let me have a fe~ 

minutes. 
Mr. 1\'EELY. I .can not yield any further. I have yielded 

for two days, and I insist on my rights. However, how much 
time <loes the gentleman want? I would be glad to yield, but 
I understand there is .going to be an adjournment at 12 o'clock, 
and I have an important matter of legislation I want to present 
to this House. 

Mr. MANN. I want to say a word about the majority leader, 
but I ean not do it if the gentleman will not yield. 

l\1r. NEELY. 'Very well. After that I will not yield to any­
body. 

.1\fr. 1\IANN. Mr. SpeakeT, 1 think the most impressive scene 
I have ever witnessed was when we counted the electoral vote, 
where amidst joke and lahghter and constant' expressions of 
good nature we entered the formal declaration of the result of 
a 'bitterly contested election, which was very close in the States 
which decided it. But that represented tlie great power of the 
American Republic, the good nature of the people personally 
who enter into political contests. That extends to this House. 

' 
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When Mr. KITCHIN became the majority leader of this House 
he entered upon a very difficult task. He has kept the admira­
tion of the Democratic end of the House and he has won the 
admiration of the Republican side of the House. [Applause.] 
It is uue Jarge1y to him that we passed through this session of 
Congress with but little bitter partisan feeling. 

His firmness, combined with good nature, render him a re­
markable leauer. ·While I should like to have had time to say 
more in regard to him, I want to express the feeling of the 
Republican siUe of the House, and I believe the feeling of all 
the Members on both sides of the House, of our sincere affec­
tion and respect for his remarkable qualities and for his kind­
ness and able leadership of the whole House. [Applause.] 

SUITS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES. 
Mr. NEELY. Mr. Speaker, I move to take Senate bill 

G126 from the Speaker's table, suspend the rules, and P\!SS t}:le 
bilL 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from West Virginia moves 
to take from the Speaker's table Senate bill 5126, suspend the 
rules, and pass the bill. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows : 
A bill (S. 5126) giving the consent of the United States for the 

brlnging of ce·rtain suits in the Supreme Court of the Uni!ed States, 
and for other purposes. 
Be 1t · enacted, etc., That any State which now has· or hereafter 

shall have a cause of action against the United States, which, as be­
tween individuals, would be cognizable in a court of justice, is hereby 
authorized to sue the United States thereon In the Supreme Court 
of the United States. The United States shall have the right in any 
such suit to interpose any counter claim set-off, equitable or other 
defense which could be made by the defendant were such suit between 
individuals. 

The SPEAKER. Is a second demanded? 
Mr. VOLSTEAD. I demand a second. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Minnesota demands a 

seconu. 
Mr. NEELY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that a 

econd be considered as ordered. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from West Virginia asks 

unanimous consent that a second be considered as ordered. 
Is there objection? 

Mr. VOLSTEAD. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Minnesota objects. 
Mr. NEELY. Let us have tellers, then, Mr. Speaker. 
The SPEAKER. Tellers are demanded. The Chair appoints 

the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr. VoLSTEAD] and the gentle­
man from West Virginia [Mr. NEELY] to act as tellers. 

The House divided ; and the tellers reported-ayes 120, noes 
134. 

So a second was refused. 
JOINT COMMITTEE ON PNEUMATIC-TUBE SERVICE. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints Mr. RousE, of Kentucky, 
as a member of the Joint Committee on the Pneumatic Tube 
Service in lieu of Judge MooN, who declines; and the Chair asks 
to have Judge l\IooN's letter printed in the RECORD. 

The following is the letter referred to : 
WASHINGTON, D. C., Marcl~· .,s, 1.911. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Having served on the conference committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads blll, and upon a full investigation expressed 
my opinion against the continuation of the pneumatic-tube service as 1t 
now exists in certain cities, it would, I think, be unjust to the tube 
companies for me to act as a member · of the tube commission appointed 
by you ye terday, and therefore resign from said commission. 

Yours, etc., 
JOB.N A. MOON. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
A message from the President of the United States, communi­

cated to the House of Representatives by Mr. Sharkey, announced 
that the President had approved and ·signed bills and joint reso­
lutions of the following titles: 

On March 3, 1917 : 
H. R. 20573. An act to provide increased revenue to defray 

the e}.'J)enses of the increased appropriations for the Army and 
Navy and the extensions of fortifications, and for other purposes; 

H. R. 19119. An act making appropriations to provide for the 
expenses of the government of the District of Oolumbla for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, and for other purposes; 

H. R. f9300. An act making appropriations for the. Diplomatic 
- and Consular ServiGe for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918; 

H. R. 19410. An act making appropriations for the seFvice of 
the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1918, and for other purpose-s ; 

H. R. 20748. An act making appropriations for the payment of 
invalid and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1918, and for oth~r purposes; 

H. R.18542. An act making appropriation for the legis1aUve. 
executive, and judicial expeases of the Government for tl1e fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1918, and for otlH?r purpo es ; 

H. R. 5948. An act for the relief of Hay Gaskill ; 
H. R. 20082. An act to amend an act entitled "An net to 

authorize the establishment of a Bureau of War-Risk Iusurance 
1n the Treasury Department," approved September 2, 1914; 

H. R. 20451. An act granting pensions and increase of pensions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the Civil War and certain 
widows and dependent children of soldiers and · sailors of said 
war; 

H. J. Res. 334. Joint resolution authorizing the PreLident to 
appoint delegates to attend the tenth international congress of 
the World's Purity · Federation; t&'be held in the city of Louis-
ville, State of Kentucky, November 8 to 14, 1917; · · 

H. J. Res. 335. Joint resolution for the appointment of four 
members of the Board of Managers of the National Home for 
Disabled Volunteer Soldiers; 

H. R. 20755. An act to provide a temporary government for 
the West Indian Islands acquired by the United States from 
Denmark by the convention entered into between said countries 
on the 4th day of August, 1916, and ratified by the Senate of the 
United States on the 7th day of September, 1916, and for other 
purposes; · 

H. R.12030. An act to amend an act entitled ·"An Act to pro­
vide for the disposal of certain lands in the Fort Bertholu 
Indian Reservation, N. Dak.," approved August 3, 1914.; 

H. R. 20496. An act granting pensions and increase of pensions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the Regular Al'IDy anu Navy 
and certain soldiers and sailors of wars other than the Civil 
War and to widows of such soldiers and sailors ; and 

H. R. 20827. An act granting pensions and increase of pen ions 
to certain soldiers and sailors of the Regular Army nnu Navy 
and certain soldiers and sailors of wars other than the Civil War 
and to widows of such soldiers and sailors. 

On March 4, 1917: 
H. R. 655. An act to pension the survivors of certain Inuian 

wars from January 1, 1859, to January, 1891, inclusive, and for 
other purposes ; 

H. J. Res. 390. Joint resolution to expedite the deliv ry of 
materials, equipment, and munitions and to secure more ex­
peditious construction of ships; 

H. J. Res. 392. Joint resolution providing that section G of an 
act making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, shall uot 
be in effect until July 1, 1917; 

H. J. Res. 393. Joint resolution making appropriations for the 
construction and operation of railroads in the Ter;ri tory of 
Alaska; , 

H. R. 20632. An act making appropriations for the naval serv­
ice for the fiscal year ending Jline 30, 1918, and for other 
purposes ; and 

H. R. 19359. An act making appropr1ations for the Department 
of Agriculture for _the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918. 

ENlU)LLED BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED. 
Mr. LAZARO, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 

that they had examined and found truly enrolled bills and joint 
resolutions of the following titles, when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

H. J. Res. 392. Joint resolution J;>roviding that section 5 of an 
act making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 19i8, shall not be 
iR effect until July 1, 1917; 

H. J. Res. 390. Joint resolution to expedite the delivery of 
materials; equipment, and munitions and to secure more expedi­
tious construction of ships ; 

H. R. 20632. An act making appropriations for the naval serv­
ice for the fiscal year ending .Time 30, 1918, and for other 
purposes ; and 

H. R. 19359. An act making appropriations for the Department 
of Agriculture for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918. 

The SPEAKER announced his signature to enrolled bills of 
the following titles : 

S. 8120. An act granting pensions nnd increase of pen ions t.o 
certain soldiers and sailors of the Regular .Army and Navy and 
o:t wars other than the Civil Wm·, and. to certain widows and 
dependent relatives of such soldiers and sailors ; 

S. 5270. An act for a public building at Paris, Tex. ; 
S. 4384. An act providing for the refund of duties collected 

on flax-preparatory machines, parts, and accessories imported 
subsequently to August 5, 1909, and prior to :January 1, 1911; 

S. 8316. An act granting a pension to Edith Blankart Fun-
ston, ~i?ow of the late Maj. Gen. Frederick Funston; 
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K 7710. An act to amend the irrigation act of 1\Iarcli 8, 1891 
( 2G Stat., 1095) , section 18, and to amend section 2 of the act 
of 1\Iay 11, 1898 (30 Stat., 404) ; and 

R. 7766. An act for the relief of Guy A. Richards, Jesse L. 
Hobbins, Isaac l\1. C. Grimes, William L. Irvine, and David 
Cox. 

ENI!OLLED DILLS .AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR HIS APPROVAL. 

1\Ir. LAZARO, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re­
]10rted thnt this day they had presented to the President of the 
United States for his approval the following bills and joint res-
olutions : ,_. · , ~ . 

H. J. Res. 393. Joint resolufion mak,ing appropriations for the 
construction and operation · of railroads in the Territory of 
Alaska; 

H. J. Res. 392. Joint resolution providing that section 5 of an 
net making appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, shall not 
be in effect until July 1, 1917; 

H .• T. Res. 390. Joint resolution to expedite the delivery of 
materials, equipment, and munitions, and to secure more ex­
peditious construction of ships; 

H. R. 20632. An act making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1918, and for other 
purposes; and 

H. R. 19359. An act making . appropriations for the D~part­
meut of Agriculture for th€ fiscal year ending June 30, 1918. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. LANGLEY, by unanimous consent, was granted leave to 
withdraw from the files of the House, without leaving copies, 
papers in the following cases, no adverse reports having been 
mn<le thereon : 

John F . Rudd. 
James Mosley. 
Sylve ter B. Miller. 
H. Clay Colson, H. R. 19476. 
William Freeman, H. R. 7199. 
.J. P. Neikirk, H. R. 14883. 
Hobert McCarthy, H. R. 5330. 
Hobert McDowell. 
Byrou W. Kash. 
George ,V. Blanton, H. R. 8987. 
I aac Daniel Gibson, H. R. 20101. 
Leslie Higgins, H. R. 17927. 

TELEPHO="E SERVICE AT THE CAPITOL. 

1\Ir . . l\IILLER of Delaware. 1\fr. Speaker, I present a privi­
leged resolution from the Committee on Accounts. 

'l'l1e SPEAKER. The gentleman from Delaware presents a 
priYileged resolution from the Committee on Accounts, which 
the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
llouse Resolution 400 (H. Re'pt. Xo. 1623) . 

Rcsolr·ell, 'l'hat the three telephone operatot·s now authorized to be 
cmploy<'d from December 1, 1916, to March 31, 1917, continue to be 
employed during the period between March 31 and December 31, 1917, 
and be paid out of the contingent fund of the House, at the rate of 
~73 per month . 

\Vith ' a committee amendment, as follows: 
Amend. line 5, by striking out the words "December 31" and In­

serting in lieu thereof " November 30." 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the amend­

mE:>nt. 
The ameiHlment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the resolu­

tion a amended. 
The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

EXTE "SION OF REMARKS. 

Mr. KEY of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
extend my r emarks in the REcon~ on the Indian wars pension 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. Tbe gentleman already has that privileg~. 
LEAVE TO ADDRESS THE HOUSE. 

:Mr. 1\fANN. 1\Ii'. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that the 
gentleman from Oklahoma [1\Ir. 1\IunR.AY] be permitted to ad­
dre s the House for three minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois asks unani­
mous consent that the gentleman from Oklahoma [Mr. MURRAY] 
be permitted to address the House for three minutes. Is there 
objection? 

There was no objection. 
. Mr. 1\IURRAY. 1\Ir. Speaker, it has been my privilege to 

enter the Sixty-third Congress and serve four years during the 
greatest crisis of the present generation. I retire in a few 

pllnutes with this House [laughter], but in parting I can not 
resist the temptation of expres ing my regret, my only sorrow, 
on breaking the association with friends made on both sides of 
the aisle. 

If I had the time I should recite the pleasant relations with 
the Members of the four committees upon which I have served, 
but I shall conclude with but this sentence: When I came here, 
:Mr. Speaker, you l1ad the right, perhaps, to feel that I had 
wronged you in crossing the path of your ambition in 1912-I 
did not know you then-but from the first day until this 
hour you have treated me with the greatest consideration. 
[Applause.] So much so that after I returned to my State 
from the first 12 months of my service here I told the people 
of Oklahoma that CHAMP CLARK was the fairest man I ever 
knew. 

Posterity will wonder why CHAMP CLARK was never Presi­
dent, and it is the duty of this generation to make him Presi­
dent while he lives. [Applause.] 

FINAJ; ADJOURNMENT. 

The SPEAKER. The hom· of 12 o'clock having arrived, 
under the Constitution I declare the House in the Sixty-fourth 
Congress adjourned sine die. God bless you aU. [Applause.] 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII, bills and resolutions were sev­
erally reparted from commitees, delivered to the Clerk, anc.l 
referred to the several calendars therein named, as follows : 

Mr. OLARK of Florida, from the Committee on Public Build­
ings and Grounds, to which was referred the bill ( S. 5086) 
amending section 4 of the public buildings act approve<l March 
4, 1913, providing for the purchase of a site for a building for 
post office and customhouse at Nogales, Ariz., reported the same 
without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 1634), whicl1 
said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENRY, from the Committee on ·Rules, to which was 
referred the resolution (H. Res. 532) for the immediate con­
sideration of the bill (S. 5126) giving the consent of the United 
States for the bringing of certain suits in the Supreme Court 
of the United States, and for other purposes, reported the same 
without amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 1636), which 
said resolution and report were referred to the House Calen­
dar and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND 1\fE:MORIALS. 

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and me­
morials were introduced and severally referred as follows: 

By Mr. DILLON: Memorial of Legislature of South Dakota, 
urging Congress to provide at the Little Bend and the Big 
Bend of the Missouri River in South Dakota for the develop­
ment of electric power for pumping water for irl'igation of 
agricultural lands, and for other purposes ; to the Committee 
on Interstate and Foreign Commeree. 

Also, memorial of Legislature of the State of South Dakota, 
favoring legislation for the development -of power on the Mis­
souri River through fhe Reclamation Service; to the Com­
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, petitions and papers were laiu 
on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows: 

By 1\Ir. DENISON: Petitions of 52 citizens, of 23 citizens, 
of 56 citizens, and of 142 citizens, all of Randolph County, 
ill., for a Christian amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By lUr. DILLON: Petition of sundry citizens in favor of a 
referendum on war; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. ELSTON: Telegraphic memorial of the Livermore 
Echo, of Alameda County, Cal., proposing means to avoid war; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. GRIEST: Petition of 70 citizens of Lancaster County, 
Pa., for a Christian amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORIN: Petition of Chamber of Commerce of Pitts­
burgh, Pa., Mr. Logan McKee, secretary, opposing the passage 
of the proposed Poindexter bill, S. 5704; to the Committee on 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce. · 

By Mr. HULBERT: 1\Iemorinl of Congressional Union for 
Woman Suffrage, for woman suffrage ; to the Oomrni ttee ou the 
.Judiciary. 
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Al o, memorial af New Yonk Produce ~n.nge, iln re -foreign 
situn.tion; to the ·Committee on Foreign _A.ffarrs. 

Also, memorial of Soci-ety of Colonial Wars, pledging .J.oyatty 
to the President and Government in intel·national situ-ation; to 
the Committee on Foreign .A:ffairs. 

Bs Mr. PHELAN: Memorial-of mn.s meeting of a,OOO Lithu­
anians, of La-rnrence. Mass. opposing war; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

.Al o, memorial of Lynn H-ebrew Bene\"olent Society, pl-edging 
loyalty and support to the P1·esid£.nt of the United States; to 
the Colllll.intee on Foreign .A:ffairs. 

By Mr. ROWE : Petition {)f sundry citizens of New cyork, 
.against going to war ; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, memm·inl of Nationn.l Grange, Patrons of Husbandry, 
against the Underwood oleomargarine amendment to the reve~ 
nue bill; to the Committee on Ways and eans. 

Also, memorial of Chamber of Oommeroe Df the State !Gf 
New York, on reduction of war prafrts; to the ~c<>miilittee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, petition of sundry citizens, opposing wax ; -to .the ·Com­
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, memorial of Ghamber of Commerce of the State of New 
Y{)rk, on 'Preparedness; to 'the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By 1\fr. SNELL: Order of Helen M. Parker, department 
.Pr.esldent .of the Womans Relief .Corps, auxiliary to the Grand 
Army of rthe 'Republic, Department of New York, consisting of 
over 10,000 members, offering their services to the Nation if 
nooded ; to the Committee -on Military Aifail·s. 

By Mr. TAYLOR of .Arkansas (by request) : Petition of Fred 
IGrsho:t'f, G. A. 1\Ieyer, and othersJ of Stuttgart, Ark. , against this 
Nati-on goin:g to war because of Americans being injured .at ea; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. WM. EL'ZA WILLIAMS : Petition of First Baptist 
Mothers' Club, of Decatur, ill., for _prohibition legislation; to the 
Oonnnittee '011 the Judiciary. · 

Also, petition of various citizens of La Salle, Ill., and Streator, 
Ill., for war referendum ; to the Committee on F.oreign Affair . 

.Also, J,rrOclamation of Socialist P.arty .of Living~ton, Ill., 
:rga.inst \rnl'; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of East St Louis, DL, nn<.1 various 
members .of B.a_ptis± Sunday School, Decatur, ID., for p1·ohlbition 
egislation; to the Committ-ee on the Judiciary. 
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